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All of Grace 
By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse ” 


‘OR all the perfect gifts 
Descending from the skies, 
But most of all for grace that lifts 
Me when I scek to rise, 
In gratitude I sought 
me recompense to make 
To God, who, far exceeding thought, 
Gives just for loving’s sake. 
z I looked my treasures o’er 
For fitting offering, 
there, unrecognized before, 
I found a priceless thing. 
It was my sovereign will, 
A heritage to me 
My regal calling to fulfil; 
My stamp of royalty. 


“Gift absolute to me, 

Thy scepter and thy rod 
No more my own. shall be; 
I give thee back to God. 

Dethroned from thy place, 
O will, thou art,” I said. 
But lo! it still is all of grace: 
He gave me His instead! 


When the Shepherds Returned 


Every vision of God ought to transform our 
whole after life. A speaker at the Monday noon 
prayer-meeting in The Sunday School Times office 
was saying the other day that the outstanding mes- 
gage of the Christmas time to him was, “And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising”] (Luke 


2:20.) They lived a humdrum life, with a more or 
less dull, dreary routine of duties. 
_“That which hath been is that which shall be; 
And that which hath been done is that which shall be 
done: : 
And there is no new thing under the sun.” 


But they had gotten a message from over the sun, 
and it had led them to see and know that unto them 
had been born that day a Saviour which was Christ 
the Lord. In the wonder and the joy of it all, they 
“returned” to the sheepcotes, to the monotony of 
making their living, not dissatisfied, not asking now 
for a new and less irksome environment, but “glori- 
fying and praising God,” and content. If Christmas 


has meant what it should to us, we have realized , 


anew the marvel of the Incarnation, that “the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us... 
full of grace and truth.” We have greeted Jesus 
with his mame “Immanuel,” “God with us,” a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief, and who, there- 
fore, because he knows himself, can say, “Come unte 
me... and I will give you rest”; who is not One 
who cannot be “touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin.” Now that we have gone back 
to school, to dusting and dish-washing, to desk, and 
counter, and typewriter, and every duty of the daily 
routine, shall it not be with the spirit and word 
of the Judean shepherds? 


a 
Bolshevism and Childhood 


“Bolshevizing” childhood calle for a new effort 
on.the part of the Sunday-school. ith the pur- 
pose of “filling children from the nursery age. on- 
ward with a Spirit of destruction toward. all éx- 
isting. institutions and religious beliefs,” the first 
Communist children’s magazine has appeared in Ber- 
lin, according to S. B. Conger, writing from that 
city to the Philadelphia Public Ledger of December 
28. “A fairy tale by Maxim Gorky,” said Fritz 
Reussner, the young and enthusiastic editor, to Mr. 
Conger; “a thrilling story of adventure, and a series 
of good pictures will be features of coming tumbers, 
but royalty, war, and Bible references will be ab- 
solutely taboo, and we Communists do not believe 
in them and do not desire our children to be in- 
fected with these ideas.” The magazine is to be 
circulated in all German-speaking lands, including 
Switzerland and Alsace-Lorraine, a special edi- 
tion being prepared also for Sweden, Furthermore, 
a Communist kindergarten has been organized, mod- 
eled after one already in existence in Vienna which 
started with one hundred and twenty children, in 
which the character of education is “to uproot the 
old-time superstition that the God of metaphysics 


exists and that men were created by him.” It is 
to be explained that man originated in a simple 
chemical process. The monarchical system is to be 
attacked, and the children taught “that all misery is 
caused by the rich and their false system.” A Rus- 
sian edition of the magazine is to be circulated, and 
this “red” propaganda for children is to be carried 
on asfar as possible in that country, although for- 
tunately money is lacking there for that purpose. 
Here is a tremendous challenge to the organized - 
Sunday-school work. It has been pointed out that 
one of the causes contributing to the downfall of 
Germany has been the fact that as a nation she placed 
less emphasis on the Sunday-school than any other 
of the great powers where Christianity has pre- 
vailed. Is not our Lord’s wonderful sermon on the 
child-text sage 18: 1-10) the missionary message 
of the Sunday-schools of the United States, Canada, 
and Great Britain, for Germany, Russia, and Aus- 
tria, now facing this enpetns  Commuintes propa- 
ganda for the little ones? What of the future, if 
this devilish effort is not foiled? 


Pad 


Keep Looking Up 

To see the glory of God man must look up. Man 
was created with a different physical frame_ from 
animals because he was made to look up. God is 
above, his blessings come from above, from regener- 
ation and victory in Christ to every other “good 
and perfect gift” which “cometh down from the 
Father of lights.” Children look up. The glory of 
the night skies appeals tb them. No sooner has 
David exclaimed in the Eighth Psalm, “Who hast 
set thy glory above the heavens,” than he adds, “Out— 
of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou or- 
dained strenath, because of thine enemies, that thou 
mightest still the enemy and the avenger.” Com- 
menting on this passage Dr. W. J. Erdman says: 
“In contrast with the babes and sucklings who speak 
the praise of God are the men of the world, with 
dull vision, who are really the adversaries of Je- 
hovah, Their very spirit, and trend of mind and 
thought, is not upward. I one time heard a reformed 
drunkard say that a drunkard never looks up to the 
sky. The child mind is missing; the child’s clear 
eye is missing. But the child expresses admiration 
of the wonderful works of God: thereby he rebukes 
the adversaries, the enemies of God, those who are 
estranged from Him.” In this year upon which we 
have just entered we shall encounter many such ad- 
versaries. To “still” them, to look up in spite of 
them, we need the child mind. Shall we take it from 
Him who as a child was about his Father’s business, 
and who said, “except ye . . . become as little child- 
ren ye cannot enter the kingdom”? 


Christ as Creator and Restorer 


R passages of Scripture leave no doubt in 
the mind illumined by the Holy ‘Spirit that 
Christ Jesus was the great power of God in 

creating this material earth. These Scriptures are 
Proverbs 8: 22-36, where, under the personification 
of Wisdom, Christ is shown as participating in the 
work of creation; John 1:1-3, “In’ the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made through him; and without 
him was not anything made that hath been made,” in 
which he is declared to be the creating Word; Colos- 
sians 1:17, “And he is before all things, and in him 
all things consist,” which tells us that this creating 
Hebrews 11:3, “By faith we understand that the 
worlds have been framed by the word of God, so 
that what is seen hath not been made out of things 
which appear,” which reveals faith as apprehending 
the. glorious fact that the Word (our Saviour) framed 
the universe. 

In Genesis 1 we are shown God, the Trinity, im 
the work of re-creating the earth after the great 
cataclysmic change indicated in verse 2, “The earth 
was waste and void; and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep,” where. for causes not stated, we 
see that the earth, after ms first creation, had be- 
gome without form, void and dark. It is impos- 


sible to believe that this condition was a part of 
God’s creative process, for God could not, by his 
very nature, create chaos, emptiness or darkness, 
for God is essentially order and fulness and light. 

When this awful condition befell the earth, after 
its first creation, God recreated it for man’s habita- 
tion, and, this work of re-creation being finished, 
“God saw everything that he had made and, behold, 
it was very good.” Let us remember that this was 
God’s estimate; it was good in God’s sight, there- 
fore, how perfect it must have been! or God’s 

eyes would detect the minutest flaw. 

Is this still the perfect earth that God pronounced 
ood? Passing strange that mankind at large be- 
1eve it to be so. 

A little child asked her mother, “Why did God 
make mosquitoes to carry disease, and snakes to 
oison folks?” The mother replied, “I don’t know, 
ut it must have been for some good purpose.” A 
friend who heard the question and answer called 
the child to her and said, “When God made this 
world, there was nothing poisonous in it; no insect, 
nor beast, nor plant had any desire or any power 
to injure; but man, to whom God gave this beau- 
tiful earth, obeyed Satan instead of God, so that 
God had to curse the earth by letting Satan change 
it, as he had changed man. Thorns and thistles 





oe 


came among the fruits and flowers, many things be- 
came poisonous and hurtful, and animals became 
ferocious and cruel.” hae 

This truth is either unknown to, or forgotten by, 
the mass of men, and we hear on every side 
expressions, “This glorious earth,” “This perfect 
earth,” “This earth as God made it.” But, oh! what 
a wreck, what a pitiful ruin, it must appear in His 
eyes who pronounced it “very good.” Beautiful it 
still is, to man. The power of Satan has been insuffi- 
cient to mar it utterly, and in spite of the curse’ 
nature is still largely man’s friend and comforter, 
but we all recognize how often nature becomes a 
power to wound and destroy. : 

Ae we read of the fearful ravages of storm and 
flood; as we behold the ruins of the earthquake, or 
hear of cities buried beneath the outpourings of 
the volcano; when we see flames reducing to ashes 
noble forests, comfortable homes, and men and wo- 
men; when the lightning darts swift death, let us 
never forget who, because of Adam’s yielded alle- 

ance to him, became the “prince of this age” and 
the “prince of the power of the air.” 

As we look on some grand forest tree holding out 
stark and lifeless limbs while decay works its com- 
plete destruction, let us remember that the trees which 
God planted in his perfect earth did not wither nor 
ony (Psa. 1:2). 

en the curse of death fell on man, as a nat- 
ural consequence of man’s sin, it fell upon the nat- 
ural earth as well. 

To the believer who is surrounded by all these 
results and evidences of the curse there comes a 


message of twofold blessedness and comfort. First, 
that even here and now, in a creation which is still 
“groaning and travailing in pain,” he has a Saviour, 
a Redeemer, who has borne the curse for him and 
stands ready either to deliver him from its power 





Is Judging Usurping the Throne ? 


The mother of Zebedee’s sons asked that they might 
sit, one on the right, and the other on the left, on 
Christ’s throne. Many a Christian is ready to throw 
up his hands, figuratively speaking, in horror at the 
boldness of such a request! But they did not ask for 
the throne itself!! e 

Now the Bible seems to me to be indubitably clear 
in its teaching that “the Father hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son.” This. prerogative he will 
exercise, not in this day of grace, but when he sits on 
his throne. Isn’t a Christian, therefore;.who presumes 
- judge really usurping the throne itself?—A Colorado 

eader, 


4 

In other words, is not a Christian who “presumes 
to judge” preferring just as selfishly sinful a request 
as James and John when they persuaded their de- 
voted mother to use her influence with the Lord to 
secure for them the two best places in the kingdom? 
i 20:20, 21.) “ They were not indeed askin 
or the throne, and the double exclamation point o 
the Colorado reader would seem to indicate that she 
thinks their drawing the line here was surprising in 
such a selfish pair. But these ambitious brothers 
were no doubt thinking of the thrones they had just 
been promised (Matt. 19: 28), and they desired these 
to be in very close proximity to the Lord’s. They 
had much to learn. Singularly enough, that very 
thing — sharing the throne of the Son Himself —is 

romised to those who are faithful among his fol- 
owers. “To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame 
and am set down with my Father in his throne” (Rev. 
3:21). But that throne-winning privilege means 
drinking of his cup (Matt. 20:22); it means resist- 
ing sin “unto. blood” (Heb. 12: 4); being misunder- 
stood and suffering persecution for His sake (2 Tim. 
3: 12), and filling up “that which is behind of the 
afflicffons of Christ” (Col. 1:24). 

What this correspondent says about judgment be- 
ing committed to the Son is true enough, but even 
in that committal his church is to be associated with 
him (1 Cor. 6:2). Paul seems to be teaching in this 
passage that because the saints are to judge the world 
and even angels, they ought to have a care to learn 
right judgment down here. This is not contradic- 
tory of the Sermon on the Mount teaching, “Judge 
not, that ye be not judged.” In the same sermon 
we are admonished, “By their fruits ye shall know 
them.” We must not indeed essay the microscopic 
removal of sawdust from another’s eye before we 
have hoisted the sawlog out of our own. It is vitally 
important to learn to “judge ourselves” (1 Cor. 11: 
31), for when we do we shall have the very charity 
of God himself for others. 

But God does not wish us either to be utterly blind 
to or to blink at sin in the world or the church. That 
very John, long after his brother James had fallen 
by Herod’s sword, and while he himself was yet 
drinking of the cup that he had not learned to drink 
of when he sent his mother on that place-hunting 
quest, warned: “Beloved, believe enot every spirit, 
but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Are You Having Victery To-day ? | 
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all 





the ends of the earth: for I am God” 
(Isa. 45 : 22). 





or to ghenge it into a blessing. He who made this 
earth in all its glorious pristine perfection still lives 
for every one who now receives him, and, having 
borne the penalty of the curse in his own body 
on the tree, is able to break its power in the lives 
of those who, by his authority, have me “the 
sons of God” (John 1; 12). 

Second, the believer is pointed forward to that 
a7 day, which is fast approaching, when the 

aviour, who created a perfect earth, which lost 
its perfection, shall return to restore its Edenic con- 
ditions. By his coming he shaij break forever the 
power of him whose defiling touch has_ wrought 
such havoc and harrfi. By him all beast ferocity shall 
be taken away, everything harmful in plants or ani- 
mals shall cease to be, and perfect physical safety 
for man shall result. All nature shall praise and 
glorify God (Isa. 55:12, 13; 35: 1-10; 11:6-9; 65: 
25; Ezek.-34: 24-27; Hosea 2: 18; Psa. 96: 12, 13). 

He who eagerly looks for this coming age of 
Restoration shall surely share it, even though he 
should leave this earth before it comes. He shall, 
in that case, be raised from the dead; caught up 
with the living ones to meet Christ in the air, and 
return with him to dwell u this earth, whjch will 
be purged and restored by his blessed presence. 





many false prophets are gone out into the world” 
(1 John 4: ij. 

ristians who judge in accordance with that com- 
mand of God through the Spirit to John are not 
“really usurping the throne itself,” are they 


sx 
When Prophets Named the Babies 


In a recent issue of The Sunday School Times in 
“The Prophecy in This Lesson,” it was stated that 
prophecy had called the names of six men before they 
were bern. But seven is the Scripture number of per- 
fection. Why did you omit the name mentioned in 
Genesis 16:11, the first of all the human names thus 
predicted in the Bible?—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


The passage referred to gives the message of the 
angel of the Lord to Hagar, as she fled from the 
face of Sarai, that she should bear a son, “and shalt 
call his name Ishmael.” . 

The names mentioned in the Times article as hav- 
ing been bestowed before birth were those of Isaac 
(Gen. 17: 19) : — (1 Kings 13:2); Solomon (1 
Chron. 22:8); Cyrus (Isa. 44: 28 to 45:1); John the 
Baptist (Luke 1:13), and Jesus (Luke 1:31). The 








Why They Take the Times 


Are these reasons why you and 
your friends sheuld take it tov ? 




















“{ regard The Sunday School Times as to-day the most 
vital, powerful expression of evangelical truth in this coun- 
try.”—A Southern Corporation President. 


“I have used many Lesson Helps but none that ever 
equaled The Sunday School Times in its compreh iv " 
its completeness, and whole, thorough, blessed Gospel 
soundness.”—A Canadian Teacher. 


“The Sunday School Times brings its own precious freight 
of spiritual influence. I regard it as far and away the 
greatest spiritual force among the printed papers of the 
world. We put it; into the hands of every teacher in the 
school, and its influence is felt by all.”—A Wisconsin 
Reader. 


“The Sunday School Times is like the clear sunshine on 
a dark, gloomy, misty day.”—An Indiana Reader. 











“The fact that a paper with so great a circulation dares 
te ‘come out straight’ on the Fundamentals is a great en- 
couragement te these who love the truth.”—An Indiana 
Readen 


You may “get acquainted” with The Sunday 
School Times (1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia) by sending 25 cts. fora 10 weeks’ trial. 
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Times is glad to have pointed out by one of its 
readers the fact that it overlooked one of the 
seven Bible characters for whom God sent prophets 
or angels to aid mothers and fathers in the problem 
of naming these babies, 

The fact that these seven persons were called by 
name is one of the unanswerable arguments for the 
truth of God’s Word. Josiah was named more than 
three hundred years before his birth, and 
hundred and thirty-seven before his. Cyrus was the 
only Gentile of the seven. (There are some who 
think he was the son of the Jewish queen Esther. 
There is evidence in the Scripture that both Josi 
and Cryus knew that it was prophesied that they 
would be raised up as P sconce servants for specific 
service. (Compare 1 Kings 13:2 with 2 Kings 23: 
17, 18, as to Josiah; and Isaiah 44:28 to 45:1, as 
to Cyrus. erodotus confirms the Bible descrip- 
tion of “the two-leaved gates” which were found 
open (Isa. 45:2), so that the soldiers of Cryus en- 
tered Babylon without fighting, after their leader’s 
masterly strat in turning aside the Euphrates as 
it flowed through the city, 

Of Ishmael, in the prophety referred to in this 
Open Letter, it is said, “He will be a wild man; his 
hand will be against every man, and every man’s 
hand against him” (Gen. 16:12). That is true to- 
day, as the Armenian problem sadly witnesses, and 
it has been true for more than three thousand years. 


Men’s predictions are mere guess-work, but God’s ~ 


prophets never missed the mark. 


ya 

God’s Permission to Evil Spirits 

In The Sunday School Times of tember 18 
appeared a Note on <ipee Letters, entitled “How an 
‘Evil Spirit from the Lord’?” answering a question 
as to the meaning of 1 Samuel.16:14, where such 
an evil spirit, described as “from the Lord,” trou- 
bled Saul. The answer in part was that “evil as well 
as good has its commission from God,—not_ its 
existence, but its liberty to act and the limits of its 
action.” This answer is helpfully amplified in the 
following letter called forth by reading this discus- 
sion, and by a question asked in the Sunday-school 
class of the writer: 


I note in your columns a letter asking you the. same 
question which a member of my Bible class asked me, 
“How could an evil spirit be from the Lord?” Look- 
ing up to Christ, He gave mt the answer as we talked. 

The first two chapters of Job and the twenty-second 
chapter of First. Kings, where God's. punishment of 
wicked Ahab is ftelated, draw back the curtain that 
veils the spiritual world, and the whole army of spirits 
is seen to be under the control of Jehovah, and obliged 
to report to him. In the same way, during the late 
war, in Canada all Germans were supposed to report 
themselves to the nearest police station every twe 
weeks. The fact that a German was seen going from 
the police station did not mean that he was going te 
work for the police! It simply meant that he had 
permission to go about his business. Thus Satan is 
seen “going out from the presence of the Lord” to tor- 
ment Job. Jehovah did not approve of Satan’s doings, 
but allowed them. And Satan first had to obtain per- 
mission to touch the Lord’s child. When he got this 
permission, however, he wasted no time, but very 
swiftly went direct from the presence of the Lord to 
the work of distressing Job. 

In 1 Kings 22 the evil, lying spirit, in persuading the 
false prophets to deceive Ahab into giving battle to 
the king of Syria, wins permission te act, and does not 
delay in his fiendish task. 

Having two such scenes in the heavenlies, it is not 
hard to understand what occurred in the case of Saul. 
“Saul has disobeyed thee grievously; art thou still 
going to protect him?” the devil may have asked. And 
when the Lord answers in the negative, how eagerly 
thg fiend went straight from the presence of God to 
the unhapp# Saul! 

Again with Peter, it is to be understood from Luke 
22:31, 32 that Satan had asked permission to attack 
him as he had dealt with Job, but in this case was - 
not allowed. There are times when God says “yes,” 
as a disciplinary measure, for any great sin, as 1 Cor- 
inthians 5:5, where a terrible sin had to be purged 
out of an early church, and 1 Timothy 1:20, in the 
case of twe truants from the faith. 

This heavenly conclave is seen in many places, and 
the following references help te clear one’s mind of 
any lingering fogginess: Psalms 82:1 and 138:1; 2 
Chronicles 18:18 (this. “host” being called “gods” in 1 
Samuel 28:13, with which compare 1 Corinthians 10: 
19-21). It is before this great assembly that God acts. 
There are the “watchers” or “holy ones” who follow 
the course of events down here on opi with keenest 
interest (Dan. 4:13, 17; Eccles. 5:6; 1 Cor. 11 : 10; 
Rev. 4:6, and other Scriptures). These give their ad- 
vice and God associates them with himself in the work 
of governing the universe, as a wise king would draw 
to himself the wisest in the realm that they may ad- 
mire his superior wisdom (Eph. 3:10). And it is to 
this assembly that Satan and his hosts report; and from 
which they go forth “on pzrole” in this dispensation. 
Thus all evil spirits that attack mankind are not sent 
by God, but having wen permission come from the 
presence of God.—A Canadian Reader. 


we 


A hymn-book that contains the cream of our great- 
est hymn writers — Stebbins, Gabriel, Sankey, and 
others —is Victorious Life Hymns, published by The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at 60 cents a copy, or $55 a hundred, 
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Lesson for January 23 
Matthew 20 : 17-28 
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_ Was Our Lord Mistaken about His Return? > 


Did He expect something that failed to materialize? 









within recent years on our Lord’s teaching about 

_his Second Advent is that he clearly yo 
his “Parousia [Presence] and the great Cosmic 
Catastrophe to occur in that generation, but that the 
facts show he entertained an expectation that failed. 

Among the first to take this view was Schweitzer 
in his book, “The Quest of the Historical Jesus.” 
These writers do not aware say in so many words 
that Jesus was mistaken, but that is the inference 
they would have tis draw from their arguments. 
Schweitzer, for example, makes Jesus adopt a cer- 
tain line of action in order te bring about certain 
definite results. He says: “When Jesus spoke the 
arables recorded in the fourth chapter of Mark 

e must have expected the coming of the Kingdom 
at harvest time.” “And that,” he continues, “is just 
awtiat he did expect. It is for this reason that he 
sends out his disciples to make known in Israel, as 
speedily as may be, what is about to happen.” Of 
course “the expected did not happen” —hence Jesus 
entertained an expectation that failed, the writers 
referred to would have us infer, Schweitzer is only 
one of many who write in a similar vein, _ 

Professor Shailer Mathews, in a tract issued by 
the University of Chicago Press;has much to say 
about the “mistakes of the early Christians.” He 
would include among these early Christians the men 
who wrote our New Testament. 

Even so reverent and Christian a scholar as the 
late Professor Denney wrote that, “when all quali- 
fications are made, it is impossible for any eandid 
reader to get rid of the fact that Jesus expected the 
triumph a the Kingdom to come with his own com- 
ing in glory, and that he spoke-of it as so near that 
the very people whom he addressed must be in con- 
stant readiness for it.” He says: “The most impor- 
tant thing about the Second Advent in the New Tes- 
tament is that in its dated and spectacular form it 
disappears, and .that in the Gospel of John, which is 
the last of the Gospels, the eschatological hopes of 
the earlier Gospels are not simply omitted, they are 
replaced.” He speaks of this as a “bold transmuta- 
tion of the predictions of Jesus which was’ forted 
upon, the. Evangelist, by, the teaching..of, events and 
by the Spirit.” . 


Was Christ Wrong, or these Learned Doctors? 


At a Church Congress in Great Britain a few 
years ago, the Bishop of Ossory made the statement 
that our Lord’s disciples, after his ascension, ex- 
pected his speedy return, but they were wrong. He 
said that in the days of his public ministry our Lord 
expected that his Messianic vindication was near 
at hand, And even so careful a scholar as Dr. 
Swete says “that in the foreshortened view of the 
future which was taken by the apostolic age this 
final sifting of mankind was near at hand”; and 
hence,. of course, that age was mistaken. 

Dr. Muirhead, in Hastings’ “Dictionary of Christ 
and the Gospels,” says: “The New Testafnent as a 
whole is filled with an expectation which in the form 
in- which it was entertained was not fulfilled.” An- 
other writer says: “Jesus had but one way of speak- 
ing of the consummation, During all his ministry 
and up to the end of it he spoke of it as imminent.” 

Now, if it be true, as these writers claim, that our 
Lord taught that he would return in the lifetime of 
that generation, then the only conclusion to which 
we can come is the conclusion to which the critics 
come, namely, that he entertained an expectation 
that failed, and hence that he was mistaken. If we 
grant the critics’ premise in the argument we cannot 
well resist the conclusion, 

The purpose of this article is to show that there 
is not one word in the teaching of the Master, and 
of the entire New Testament, which, rightly inter- 
preted, “justifies us in thinking that either Christ or 
those apostles who heard him believed in his immedi- 
ate visible return to the world after his ascension.” 

Let us look at those passages which seem to imply 
the immediateness of the Parousia, and which, the 
critics say, clearly teach that Christ expected his 
Parousia, and the great Cosmic Catastrophe, to hap- 
pen in that generation. 

Let it be at once admitted that Christ did announce 
the Kingdom as near at hand. He not only announced 
the Kingdom as at hand, but, in Matthew’s Gospel, 
which is the Gospel of the Kingdom, he is seen 
making .a genuine offer of the Kingdom to his peo- 
ple Israel. His use, as well as that 6f, John the Bap- 
tist, of the term Kingdom correspo to the idea 
of the Kingdom as announced by phets, and 
as hoped for by every believing Jew. Those who 
first heard our Lord say, “The a of heaven 
is at hand,” knew that he referred to the same earthly 
Davidic Kingdom with which the-Old Testament had 
closed. Of course he enlarged the idea of the King- 
dom to mean not only an era of simple well-being 


Te position taken by many critical writers 
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and righteousness, but a supernatural and catastro- 
phic ending of the present world-order, ‘resulting 
in the overthrow of Satan, and the establishment 
of the reign of the Messiah, It was a “supernatural 
kingdom with its miraculous power of redemption 
from sorrow and evil” 

It was the Kingdom in this sense that John an- 
nounced as at hand, and that our Lord announced 
as already in their midst (Luke 17:21). The Is- 
raelites had never thought of the Kingdom as a 
something apart from the presence and power of the 
coming King. Christ’s announcement that the King- 
dom was in their midst was a declaration that their 
King had come. When he commissioned his disciples 
and said, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and 
into any city of the Samaritans-enter ye not; but 
go rather to the lost sheep of the house. of Israel. 

nd as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand” (Matt. 10: 5-7), he was sending them forth 
with a faithful offer of the Kingdom to his people, 
Israel. That this offer of.the Kingdom was a real- 
ity, and that he was grievously distressed at the 
hardness. of: heart which refused his message, and 
so resulted in its consummation being postponed, is 
the plain inference from Luke 19: 41-44. 

This view as-to what our Lord meant by the King- 
dom does not make it necessary to say, as do the 
critics, that Christ prophesied an immediate consum- 
mation of the Kingdom which was not fulfilled, and 
that, therefore, he was mistaken. Its presence was 
a reality, but its consummation was conditioned on 
their faith. Matthew 12:28 is an assertion, not that 
the Kingdom was on the “point of arriving, but as 
actually arrived, and the casting out of demons is 
an instance of its active presence.” As Professor 
Hogg says: “The verses from Matthew 11: 2-6 draw 
the very same inference from a wider basis of facts. 
Christ appeals to the cures, not only of demoniacs, 
but of all kinds of afflictions, as evidence that the 
powers of the ‘Age to come’ are already present to 
abolish the ills of ‘this Age,’ and that consequently 
he himself, through whom these powers are made 
available, must be the Messiah.” He was not ac- 
cepted, however, as such. He came unto his own, 
and his own received him not. -His offer of the 
Kingdom was rejected. 


When the Kingdom was Rejected — What? 


If this be the correct interpretation of what our 
Lord taught concerning the Kingdom and its con- 
summation, it gets rid of the difficuity, which seems 
so insuperable to some, suggested by the Scriptures 
which speak of the Kingdom as present. The King- 
dom must always be where the King is. Christ was 
the Kingdom. As King he did kingly acts. He 
appealed to these as proof of his Messiahship. His 
words to the Scribes when he said: “If a kingdom 
be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand,” 
was an appeal to them to see in the kingly acts which 
he performed a proof that the Kingdom of God was 
already in the midst of them. When the seventy re- 
turned with joy and announced their ability to per- 
form Kingdom acts through the power which the 
King had given them, he said unto them, “I beheld 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” He saw in 
the miracles which his disciples wrought a triumph 
of the “sons of the kingdom” over the kingdom of 
evil headed by Satan, and in that victory he also 
Saw a prophecy of the final overthrow of Satan. 

he same interpretation may be given to the pas- 
Sages in Matthew 11:11 and Luke 7:28, where our 
Lord says that the least in the Kingdom of God is 
greater than John the Baptist. He speaks here of 
the Kingdom of God as a reality, as already in their 
midst. essengers had come from John wishing to 
know whether Toone was really the Messiah. He re- 
ferred, in proof of the presence of the Kingdom, to 
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the kingly acts which he had performed. “Go and 
tell John the things which ye have seen and heard; 
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 


_ lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead 


are raised up, the poor have good tidings preached 
to them.” In effect he said, “Go and tell John that 
the Kingdom has already come, that its powers are 
already in operation.” e Omnipotence of God is 
having free play in the service of his righteousness 
and love, and supernatural forces are available for 
the conquest of suffering, evil and sin. 

There are a few Scriptures in which the critics 
see this idea of “immediateness.” The first is Mat- 
thew 10:23: “But when they persecute you in this 
city, flee ye into another; for verily I say unto ee 
Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israe till 
the Son of man be come.” 

Surely our Lord does not mean to teach here that 
the Parousia would take place “with all its prece- 
dent tumults and woes within the space of time dur- 

which the twelve were engaged in their mission 
of preaching and healing in the towns of Palestine.” 
Consider the time in our Lord’s ministry when the 
words were spoken. It was during the period when 
he preached the presence of both the King and the 
Kingdom. When Christ announced himself as the 
Messiah of the Jews such an announcement carried 
with it the necessity of a manifestation of himself 
to them as such, It is but reasonable to suppose that 
when he said to them in effect, “The King is here,” 
he would manifest himself as King to those to whom 
the announcement was made. May we not. suppose, 
therefore; that when he said, “ye shall not have gone 
over the cities of Israel till the Son of man be come,” 
he was not thinking of his Second Advent at all, but 
such a maniiestation of himself to those whom he 
commissioned to announce the presence of the King, 
such a transcendent experience of his Messiahship, 
as would leave no doubt in their minds as to who 
he was? If we interpret these words to mean that 
the disciples expected the Parousia before their re- 
turn from their mission to the cities of Israel, one 
would expect to find that theif faith in him had 
received a rude shock when they found the predic- 
tion was not: fulfilled. But we find nothing of the 
kind: On the contrary they came back with greater 
faith in his leadership than ever. And it was after 
their return, when they were on their way to the 
villages of Caesarea Philippi, that Peter made his 
great confession of the Messiahship of Jesus. 


The Transfiguration as a Fulfilment 


Much is made, by opponents of the Second Advent, 
of the three passages, Matthew 16:28, Mark 9:1, 
Luke 9:27, in which the Master seems to teach that 
some who heard him would live to see the King- 
dom established. There are writers who do not hesi- 
tate to say that here is an instance in which our Lord 
was clearly mistaken. 

I have been surprised, as I have read the com- 
ments of critical writers on these passages, that 
every one of them fails to note the connection in 
which the words are spoken, Though the words are 
given in slightly different form in the three Gospels, 
all of them place them immediately before the account 
of the transfiguration, What was the significance of 
the transfiguration to “some of them that stand here”? 
It was a new revelation to Peter, James, and John, 
of the Messiahship of their Master. Peter, James, and 
John in the experience of the transfiguration saw 
the Kingdom of God come with power. Peter him- 
self leaves us in no doubt on the matter. In his 
Second Epistle (1: 16-18), we have an inspired inter- 

retation of the meaning of the transfiguration. “For,” 
e says, “we did not follow cunningly devised fables, 
when we made known unto you the power and com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewit- 
nesses of his majesty. For he received from God the 
Father honor and glory, when there was borne such 
a voice to him by the Majestic Glory, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased: and this 
voice we ourselves heard borne out of heaven, when 
we were with him in the holy mount.” 

The Scripture which is referred to as the most 
conclusive of all from the critics’ standpoint is Luke 
21: 32: “Verily I say unto you, This generation shall 
not pass away, till all these things be accomplished.” 
The difficulty suggested by this passage is expla‘ned, 
not as is done by some writers by saying that the 
Greek word genea means race, stock, people, but by a 
correct translation of the word “fulfilled.” The late 
Dr, Henry G. Weston, President of Crozer Theologi- 
cal Seminary, made a critical examination of the 
word translated “fulfilled.” He says: “The Greek word 
genetai, here translated ‘fulfilled’ is found in the New 
Testament between 790 and 800 times. Only in this 
passage and the parallel passage in Luke 21: 32 is it 
translated ‘fulfilled.’ If fulfil means to ‘bring to 
consummation,’ to ‘carry out completely,’ to ‘finish 
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the course of,’ —I am quoting the definitions given 
by the Cen Dictionary, — genetai cannot here be 
translated ‘fulfil.’ Thayer gives as its first meaning’ 
‘to become,’ —i. ¢., to come into existence, begin to 
be, receive pong, This is its meaning in this pas- 
sage. Our Lord was telling his eo what would 
happen after his departure and before his return. 
Many pretenders will come and will lead man 

astray. The love of the many will become cold. 
There will be great commotions in the world. Many 
false Christs shall appear; é 
Son of man will come as the lightning flash, but 
the elect will know the signs of his coming. This 
generation shall not pass away until all these things, 
this whole state of things, come into being, — that 1s, 
‘begin to be.’ In other words, Jerusalem’s ruin 
would take place while men there would still be alive, 
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of what has been written, it is necessa 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and so it would be an earnest of the other events 

. This view distinguishes clearly between 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the 
age, which is the very desideratum.” 

One cannet refrain from asking, in the light of 
this explanation, how it is that the critics have based 
their opposition, in part, to the blessed doctrine of 
our Lord’s return, on a false exegesis of this impor- 
tant passage of Scripture, : 

This brief article has so 
ation of the passages which seem to teach that our 
Lord expected his Second Advent to be immediate. 
Will the reader himself judge whether, in the light 

to sugges 
as the critics have not hesitated to do, t our rd 
entertained a hope that failed? 
Petersoro, Ont., CAN. 








When the Black Children’s Phonograph Played 


The machinery that “cried” in a Central Africa home 


By Mabel Easton 








The Africa Inland Mission has about one hundred and seventy-five missionaries in British East 
Africa, what was German East Africa, and Congo Belge, where Miss Easton's station of Dungu is. 
There are many happy Christian homes on this field, missionary and native, and it is through girls 
and beys like these, a little older grown, that Africa must be, and in many places is being, evangelized. 


One is never quite prepared for an African-night. 
There are few twilight heraldings; soft veilings 
of the flaming, cloud-banked, good-bye sun, But of a 
sudden, before the afternoon has really ceased to 
be, down drops the night, a silent, enveloping black- 
ness, and gathers the whole world within its folds. 
But this evening through a glorious rent a de- 
fiant round moon relentlessly pursues the shadows 
to their lair. Before her compelling light shadows 
big and black and forbidding, shadows little and gray 
and faltering, shadows grotesque and clutching, 
shadows one and all, flee away to the farthest rim 
o’ the world, leaving our Dungu hilltops revealed 
and luminous in a mysterious other-world radiance. 
Hill‘ and valley and moonlight; shrill of crickets; 
far away thrum of a native three-note instrument; 
rise and fall of voices in the near-by villages; truly 

a fairy night this! . : aS 
But my musings are ag by an ingratiating 

H 


To night is upon us, though it is scarcely seven. 


little voice at my elbow: “Oh, Nitho [my African 
sean, will you not cause the ‘machin-ey’ to cry to- 
night?” Something sudden and warm wells up in- 
side, as I realize that this is homing-time—and homing- 
time is homing-time the round world over. 

Before we can settle down comfortably for our eve- 
ning “at home” the day’s pots and kettles must 
be rounded up and shepherded from the “house- 
of-cooking” to the “house-of-the-dishes.” The “hot- 
water-of-bathing” must be made conveniently available 
against the-time of retiring. There are two care- 
fully tied and guarded chickens, representing a future 
asset of at least two square meals, to be unmoored 
from their haven under the mango tree and put 
to bed also in the house-of-the-dishes. So far a 
house-of-chickens has seemed an unnecessary lux- 
ury for such transient guests. But at last all is 
done, and, like the saints of old, we “from our 
labors rest,” and are ready for our well-earned en- 


joyment. ; 

‘What shall I choose first?” It is a perfectly need- 
less question, for the answer is a foregone conclu- 
sion. Two round little black faces break into wide ear- 
to-ear grins of anticipation and the duet announces 
as one, “The Stealing in the Garden of Corn.” And 
presently the crickets are quite put out by a new, 
strange note invading their domain, as an old but 
hardy phonograph rather epatchiogyy treats us to, 
“Way Datta onder in the Cornfield.” (I have ren- 
dered a free translation.) We found this treasure 
some weeks ago stored in this house of the gone-on- 
furlough head of the station, and our joy in it con- 
tinues unabated. 


At the first note to-night there is a rustle from | 


the low Azande palm bench at the foot of my bed, 
and the latest addition to our family sits bolt up- 
right, newly awakened, and stares with profound as- 
tonishment at this most amazing whirring and sing- 
ing “machinery.” 

Te arrived only yesterday, one Alber, a little curly- 
headed half-caste with long-lashed soft dark eyes 
and a dimpled chin. He was turned over to the mis- 
sion by his white father, who shortly expects to leave 
the country not to return. Poor little man. Long 
before I set eyes upon him, I heard him out in the 
work-shop behind the house crying lustily for his 
mother, who had just gone back to her village. 

Shortly afterward the station white chief appeared, 
with a rather perplexed look upon his face. What 
to do with this little new-comer? We must take 
him of course, and gladly, but where to put him? 
He could not be treated like an ordinary little black, 
nor yet brought up as a white child. 


Suddenly I had an inspiration. “Why couldn’t I 
have him until permanent arrangements should \be 
made for him?” I called Nyilak and Akelo and we 
held a family consultation; “Shall I take the child, 
and if I do will you guard him well?” “Take him,” 
they begged, and it was settled. The station head drew 
a sigh of relief, disappeared, and presently returned 
with “our son” clinging timidly to his hand. 

_ An odd little figure indeed in a queer grown-u 
little suit of white drill. Military coat with a stand- 
up collar, long trousers, with a full quota of pockets, 
buttons, and straps — depending from a pair of full- 
rown suspenders, greatly foreshortened. And in 
is hand a gentlemanly straw hat of the most ap- 
proved American standard. In this land of casual, 
not to say sketchy dressing, such a complete array 
of garments on such’ a wee body was most surpris- 


ing. 

‘fis roud black mother had done her best to make 
him white. My heart ached with the tragedy of it 
all, and went out wholly to this stray mite, far worse 
than orphaned—a racial waif— white tastes in a 
dark body — neither wholly, white nor wholly black. 
~ We spent a good half-hour getting acquainted, 
and afterward, thanks to the sunniness of childhood, 
there were no more tears but much gay laughter and 
ron in Bangala coming from the direction of the 

ouse-of-cooking, where my “daughters” with royal 
largess were evidently extending to him the hospital- 
ity of the house. 

Evening brought us face to face with a most 
embarrassing situation. Nothing to Sleep in and noth- 
ing to sleep upon. 
stepped into the breach, and by 6.30 a very new, 
very small boy almost lost in the midst of a very 
old, be large pajama suit, slept soundly on a native 
settee all costly wrapped in an old lageet loaned ‘by 
two generous-hearted little foster mothers. 

With a final scratch and whirr, the last note of 
the “Stealing in the Garden of Corn” dies away for 
the second time. I suppose I could play it all the 
rest of the evening, and two of my audience would 
continue to roll their eyes, giggle ecstatically, and 
await breathlessly each new turn in the ‘narrative. 
“Listen, now the bell-of-the-boat cries.” “Now the 
posts [musical instrument] of the people-who- 
are-black is playing.” 

The child as yet is still too spellbound to move or 
utter a sound, but sits rigid with ever-widening eyes. 
However, I am a firm believer that “enough is as 

d as a feast,” and proceed with the program. 

The Song of the Child” “Kentucky Babe) follows 
hard upon our first love. It happens to be on the 
other side. And then another and another. Our 
taste is most catholic, and we listen intensely whether 
it be the “Overture from Wilhelm Tell,” rollicking 
Irish melodies, or Chopin’s “Funeral March.” 

Outside the moon waxes and waxes over a magic 
world, with a glory that is awesome. But inside 
there is another glory. And it is the glory of -home. 
Something glowing and sheltering. Something that 
quite transforms what- to outward appearances is 
merely a square brick room in a_grass-thatched 
African house, lighted by a brave little candle, a 
baking powder tin of palm oil with a cloth wound 
stick in its midst for a wick. 

It is a something we feel but cannot quite put into 
words. Perhaps Nyilak best expressed it when in an 
interval of cranking up and adjusting the needle, 
she looks up suddenly and says, “We have become 
four now!” And so we have. And we come in 
four sizes and three different shades. Akelo, fat 
and roly-poly, perhaps fifteen, and coal black. She 


t for a rational explan-— 





But here the head of: the station- 





JANUARY 8, 1921 


would make a perfect Aunt Jemima of pancake 
fame. Nyilak, a possible thirteen, slender, graceful, 
and coal black. now cuddled snugly in 
Akelo’s strong arms, chubby, and six an 

tan. RS who am merely white and therefore do not 
count, 


_ So I watch them — my three — in the yellow flicker- 
against 


ing light. As they sit on the mat propped 
the ne dresser they merge so completely into its 
dark background that I can see hardly more than 


the shiny white gicam of eyes and teeth. Only. Alber - 


stands out palely against Akelo’s dark blue dress. 

Yes, “we have 
family, 
But one day when the work of this school is finished 


we must pack our Lares and Penates and take to the . 


ath once more. Possibly to us our several ways. 

or my girls are growing up and must go back to 
their people and their own tribe over two hundred 
miles to the south, to be taken in marriage. We 
have had many a talk about it im the year we have 
been together — all native girls look forward eagerly 
to marriage and children—and they have promised 
that they will refuse to be sold to heathen boys. They 
have that right under Government laws. 

And my son? Who knows as yet? .Perhaps he 
will be sent to Mission headquarters to be brought 
up in a native Christian family. Perhaps the future 
holds for him even wider opportunities of training 
and service. 

I like to think that some day before their own 
hearth fires Nyilak and Akelo will gather their black 
babies about them and pour into their wondering 
ears the story of their travels, of their life with 
the Masungu, of the strange “machinery” which cried 
such wonderful things. nd then may the memory 
of these days and evenings of ours bring to them 
both a longing to create in their own little homes 
something of the atmosphere of real love, so terribly 
unknown in this dark land. ; 

It is long past eight as I slip on the disk for a 
last record that beautiful selection from Elijah, “If 
with all your hearts ye truly seek me.” 

Just at the close th 
bugle sound good night out over the hills. 
luctantly put the “machinery” away. 
nye, Motha,” their only English, my daughters dis- 
appear into their little room, just off mine. My son 
wrestles sleepily but. manfully. with his trailing robes 
on his way back to his settee bed. 

And this night’s homing-time is over. 

Dwuneu, Conco BeEtce. 


We re- 








Little Sermons 


By‘Heary W. Frost 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 

















God said, Let there be light; and there was light 
(Gen. 1:3). 


Tt word. went forth when there was no light. 
When all was unilluminated dark, when dark 
was black, and black was gloom —the God of Light 
spoke darkness into light and it was light. What 
a Creator-God Jehovah is! 

And how easily God works. There is no sum- 
moning to his aid of extraneous forces, no rising 
from his throne, no lifting up of his hands, no 
noise, no confusion. He simply speaks and it is done. 

Nor does he first create man that he may have 
human aid. He is self-sufficient and he needs no 
help. He will later create man that the creature 
may enjoy and glorify the Creator. But now, He 
sits in the universe alone,-before all and above -all. 


‘He alone plans and acts; and behold, out of darkness, 


in the midst of the darkness, greater than the dark- 
ness, there is light! j 

‘Moreover, this is not the last time he will create 
light. At the gates of Eden, at Abel’s altar, over the 
wreck and ruin of the flooded world, at Abraham’s 
sacrifice, before Moses-in the burning bush, on the 
Mount of Transfiguration, out from the gloom of 
Calvary’s Cross, by Pentecostal tongiies of fire, in 
the deep darkness of every soul born from above — 
—. and again, and yet again, He will flash his 
glory forth. And all because he is the God of Light 
and it is his nature to give light. 

There is, therefore, no need of darkness. Dark- 
ness there is, deep, brooding, frowning, overwhelm- 
ing; but it is here in spite of God and light. For 
since that primal day ages ago, and especially since 
that morn of resurrection when God “brought life 
and immortality to light,” the light has shone, ever 
clearer and ‘brighter. So then, darkened soul, bring 
your darkness to God, and lie before him passively, 
attempting nothing and receiving all. There in that 
unrelieved glo ou wilf hear the voice once more 
speaking: ‘ re be light!” And from. thence- 
forth you w “able to say with another who 
brought his darkness to God: “God who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 


Princeton, N. J. 
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Lesson for January 23 
Matthew 26 : 17-28 
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N RUSKIN is not the only ian who can say, 


OH 
JM I have accomplished anything in the. wor 

I owe it to the verses of Scripture my mother 
instilled into me when I was at her knee.” No man 
ean ever get clear away from the influence of those 
first few years with his mother. : 

There are twenty-four chapters in the Bible with 
which Ruskin says his mother “established my soul 
im life.” And he adds, “That property of chapters 
I count confidently the most precious and upon the 
whole the one essential part of all my education.” 

I have-known many men, who, like Ruskin, have 
had a “property” of verses if not whole chapters, 

I have never known a weakling, or, as Uncle 

Billy Watson expresses it, “a two-for-a-cent” man 
among these reciters of Scripture. 
_ There seems to be some mysterious brain-build- 
ing quality in the words of the Old Book. And it 
enriches, educates, refines. It gives a voice and a 
vocabulary. ; 

The man who has God’s Word hid in his heart 
has a tongue with which he can always talk to 
God. And if need be talk to the world. — - 

Some years ago one of my Iron Rose Bible Class 
men was led into the Kingdom. He began to read 
his Bible and commit it to memory. € was just 
a plain rolling mill man in the steel mills. It was his 
rule,to commit to memory three new verses every 
day and review five chapters. He came to know 
a large portion of the Book by heart. 

One day one of the country’s celebrated ministers 
came to speak at a sa. at which I presided. 

“Doctor,” I said, “I am going to call upon a plain 
working-man to make the opening prayer. I want 
you to take particular notice of this prayer. 

“Brother Merrick, will you please lead. us in 
prayer ?” 

And “Brother .Merrick” simply took God’s own 
words out of his own Book and handed ‘them back 
to Him with scarcely a word added, save a conjunc- 
tion now and then to link the sentences together. 

The Doctor of Divinity’s head was soon up and 
gazing in wonderment at the transfigured face of 
the ko who prayed in the very language of heaven 
itself. 

“Why, that’s. the ae prayer I ever” listened 
pag i ni walling mill ducated by th 

“Just a plain rolling mill man, educate y the 
Word of Cod.” 

It is a wonderful old Book, isn’t it? 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 








+ The Victorious Life 




















* Under this heading in frequent issues ef The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Cenferences, news of Conferences: already 
held, teaching, and incidents abeut, and testimonies from, 
these whe have accepted the free gift of Victery in Christ. 


With the Victorious Christ in Guatemala 


66 ATIOSH chiri Dios! Matiosh chirit Dios!” 

(Thanks be to God! Thanks be to God!) 
burst from the lips of many Indian believers in Guate- 
mala, as with shining faces they rose spontaneously 
to their feet upon hearing Christ proclaimed as the 
all-sufficient Saviour and Victor for the life of the 
Christian. 

The scene was in a former Catholic chapel of adobe 
used for the housing of images but dedicated to the 
Gospel by its Indian owner, whose cornstalk hut was 
near by. The audience was composed of Indian be- 
lievers of the Cachiquel tribe in the town of Patzum 
in the Department of Chimaltenango, Republic of 
Guatemala. Mr/é and Mrs..Cameron Townsend, the 
only missionaries devoting their time, entirely or even 
primarily, to giving the Cena to the approximately 
million and a half Indians in the republic, were pres- 
ent, with Mr. Howard B. Dinwiddie, of the Victori- 
ous Life Testimony, in this December meeting... [This 
report of God’s blessing in Guatemala was forwarded 
by Mr. Dinwiddie under date of December 15.] 

- In the chapel, lighted by a single lamp, the women 
sat upon the ground in the center, in their brightly 
colored and beautiful woven garb, with the men in 
the rear and upon the sides. With bright faces and 
shining eyes they gave their undivided attention to 
the message. These reverent but not emotional In- 
dians listened with absorbed attention as the mes- 
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éage spoken in English was translated first into Span- 
ish, then into the Indian tongue. As the truth dawned 
upon them that God had really given his Son to be 
for them the all-sufficient Saviour, and indwelling 
Victor and Lord, the gratitude of their hearts burst 
forth into spontaneous praise. So overjoyed were 
they. that they lingered long after the close o 
meeting to express with happy faces and gentle words 
the gratitude of one of the most appreciative audi- 
ences to receive the message of victory in. Guate- 
mala, . 

Ta these down-trodden Indian descendants of peo- 
ples whoSe ancestors  pesnasene a civilization in many 
respects superior to that of their Spanish conquerors, 
the message of God’s love and provision comes with 

uliar power. So long oppressed and driven to 
rd toil for a bare living, the message that God has 
love and provision for them comes as indeed “good 
news.” Indians.of the same tribe in an adjoining 
ent of the republic fell neon their faces upon 
the ground before two Indian believers who brought 
to them the word that God had so loved them that 
he had given his only begotten Son to die for them, 
while others ran to get incense to burn before these 
messengers of God who brought such wonderful and 
joyful news. 

Centuries of oppression and toil have not taken 
from these Indians their deep-seated reverence or 
their devotion to their religious conceptions. The 
few hundred Christians from the very ‘small propor- 
tion of them that have heard the Gospel are among 
the most steadfast, prayerful, and consecrated of the 
republic. 

Distinctively Indian meetings were also held in the 
Indian towns of Comolapa and San Antonio, both in 
the large Cachiquel tribe, said to number over 200,- 
ooo. The congregation in the former place wa’ the out- 
come of the purchase of a Bible, the reading’ of which 
caused an entire family to put away their idols, and 
of the visit fifteen years later, in 1920, of an Indian 
believer distributing tracts. With thoughtful atten- 
tion these believers received the message of God’s 
provision in his Son for a life of victory. In the 
persecution these have undergone in their towm this 
message was sorely needed, and the dawn of new 
light was seen in their faces as the truth sank into 
their hearts. The man who had set aside a building 
for the preaching of the Gospel waved: aside Mr. 
Dinwiddie’s words of appreciation of his unstinted 
hospitality, with his simple expression of deep grat- 
itude, “God has.sent you.” Many took Christ as their 
Victor over sin and in persecution and as the One all- 
sufficient to bring many others to accept him through 
their. yielded. lives. 

In the town of San Antonio, where Mr. and Mrs. 
Townsend live in a cornstalk cottage like that of 
their Indian neighbors, are perhaps the proudest In- 
dians of the tribe. Through the terrible scourge of 
malaria and the ministry of these missionaries to 
them in this need, God has opened their hearts, and 
many were found ready to acknowledge their own 
weakness and helplessness, and to accept Christ as 
their indwelling Victor. This town is to be the place 
of a conference December 24, 25, 26, to which there 
have been invited the believers from all the Indian 
congregations among the Cachiquels. At this confer- 
ence Mr. Dinwiddie is to be joined by the Rev. L. L. 
Legters, from Bishopville, S. C., known to many who 
were at the Stony Brook Conferences in 1920, who 
was invited by the missionaries to come down to 
study the needs of the 1,320,000 (or more) Indians 
of Guatemala, who, though comprising sixty percent 
(some say eighty percent) of the population, have re- 
ceived perhaps only one-fiftieth as much preaching 
of the Eospel as the Spanish-speaking peoples. 

In the seventy-odd meetings addressed by Mr. Din- 
widdie in Guatemala about eighty percent of the mes- 
sages have been repeated in Spanish by an interpreter. 
Quite a number of scores have confessed to definite 
recognition of sin and failure in their lives, and to 
their acceptance of Christ as their all-sufficient Vic- 
tor and indwelling Lord. In Guatemala City from 
November 21 to 28 the attendance of the native be- 
lievers in the temporary quarters of the Presbyterian 
Church, pending the erection of their splendid new 
building, filled the room, and the large auditorium 
of the Cinco Calles Church of the Central America 
Mission was filled night after night; with excellent 
attendance also at the afternoon Bible hours. Deep 
and definite conviction of sin and as definite testi- 
mony to the acceptance of Christ as Saviour and Vic- 
tor and Lord, marked the meetings in both centers. 
At the concluding address of Mr. Dinwiddie, at the 
Cinco Calles Church, in which the responsibility of 
the believers to carry the message of Christ to others 
was presented, many offered themselves and their 
possessions for this ministry. The congregation then 
made a foreign missionary offering which, according 
to the comparative wages and purchasing power of 
money in Guatemala and the United States, might 
well be considered the equivalent of $1,000 from an 
audience in the latter country. 

Among the most precious meetings in the republic 
were those with the missionaries at the annual Mis- 
sionary Conference in Guatemala City, November 21 
to 28, when the relationship of the Christian worker 
with God and with men was taken up in daily study 
of the Bible. The gracious reception given Mr. Din- 
widdie by the missionaries, and their uniformly cor- 
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dial co-operation, opened the way for delightful fel- 
lowship and for the working of the Spirit of God 
in many places. Further word will be given later 
about the meetings held for the Indians in San An- 
tomo, December 24, 25, 26, and in the large new Pres- 
byterian Church in Guatemala City,-to be opened 

hristmas Pay, from December 26 to January 2, 
1921; also in Salvador, January 6 to.15, and in Hee 
_ Prayer for these meetings 
I reciated. Any one desiring to 
contribute toward the ex s of this tour may do 
so by forwarding contributions to Mr. B. F. Culp, 
Treasurer of the Victoriotis’ Life Testimony, 600 
Perry Building, Philadelphia. 

aa 
‘ ‘ 
Nuggets from Conference Speakers 


“God did not forbid our first parents the fruit of 
the tree in order to keep them from enjoying some- 
thing, but for the very opposite reason. The eating 
of this fruit meant the destroying of the possibili 
to enjoy the things that God wanted them to have.” 

“Man was tempted before man was a sinner. We 
are tempted as Adam was through the appeal to the 
human appetites and desires.” 

“Becoming a Christian does not take away our 
normal desires. The difference between a man con- 
trolled by Christ and a man trying to control him- 
self is that in the one case the desires control the 
man, while in the other the man in Christ controls 
the desires.” 

_ “Man’s holiness is always relative, never absolute, 
in the sense that God has absolute holiness. It is 
always pointing in the wrong direction, if we speak 
of our victory in a manner that points to self.” 

. “If it were not possible for a Christian in this 
body to sin, it would not be possible for him to 
b. good. For his goodness, being dependent on his 
relation to God, and not absolute in himself, is vol- 
untary. For that reason he has the free will to put 
self in front of Christ, and thus to sin.” 

“Freedom from mistake in this life is not possible, 
and is never offered in the Word of God. Our finite- 
ness and our body of humiliation marred by sin pre- 
vent such a possibility.” 


uras after that. date. 
will be heartily a 








Living on Leaf-Mold Flour 
in China 
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This: report a 0g the progress of the famine 
in China is taken from a letter by Miss Ware, 
of the China Inland Mission, and. enclosed to 
the Editor of The Sunday School Times by 
Miss Edna C. Alger, of Shuntefu, China, under 
date of November 20, 1920. Mr. Trumbull 
met Miss Ware at the Peitaiho Conference last 
summer. Gifts by draft and registered letter, 
enclosing bills or currency, may be sent to 
Mrs. Rosalind Goforth, Kikungshan, Honan, 
China, or to The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


WISH I could take the many who do not real- 

ize the seriousness of the terrible famine through 
the villages west of Shuntefu, China, and let them 
see for themselves on what the majority of the peo- 
ple are subsisting. In one house I looked into all 
the vessels that ordinarily held their millet or rice, 
and found nothing but a green kind of flour made out 
of the leaves of trees and chaff,—not a grain of millet 
or anything that could -be called food. In one place 
I came upon a queer mixture of straw and chaff 
and husks of persimmons’ ground down into flour, 
and that was what the family of father and mother 
and four children were living on. They had a few 
persimmons and Chinese dates, but nothing else. 

Here is a glimpse into the home of an earnest 
Christian young man, in ordinary times well off. He 
did his utmost to conceal the real state of things. 
His wife and others were ill of malaria, —the young 
wife soon to become a mother, and ao death- 
like, was crawling about cooking the meal. looked 
into the kettle, —just nothing but leaves and chaff. 
I went up the ladder into their store-room to look 
around, — nothing but leaves and dried vegetables 
and chaff. This is the condition that prevails every- 
where, not the exception. 

In another family in the same village the old 
father, a Christian, was ill with dysentery, lookiug, 
oh, so dreadful. Here in this village where I am, 
a family, father and mother and two little boys, went 
off in July to Shansi, but eventually returned, as 
they found nothing to live on. This is the experience 
of many. The father died of starvation soon after 
reaching home. The mother buried him, just wrap- 
ped in a mat, and in her heart’s despair threw her 
little two-year-old into a large water jar. A neigh- 
bor rescued him. Now she comes daily to me, and 
weaves cloth for her food. She _ has absolutely 
nothing to depend on this winter. She seems to be 
in earnest in learning. I hope she will really learn 
to trust in Jesus as her Saviour. 

A man in this village went mad from hunger yes- 
terday. He now eats filth and earth, and goes about 
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shouting in his frenzy. Chaff is very expensive, 
thirty or forty cash a catty (a pound and a third). 
Many even cannot afford that. People are peelin 
the trees of all their bark to eat, and selling the w 
for a trifle. 

I dare not dwell too much on all the need, or I 
would never eat a bite. I don’t know what to do; 
I am just cast on God. I could give away daily 
to honest, starving people; but where is it all com- 
ing from? At present I am helping our inquirers, 
and occasionally helping others who are brought under 
my especial notice. I dare not investigate too much 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


at present. J know the people will starve, if those 
who have so much of this world’s goods do not rise 
up and help their own brothers and sisters this win- 
ter. Babies have been thrown away, and children 
tied to trees and left to starve, as the parents have 
nothing to give them. 

There is with me now an old woman, son Aye 
ears of age, who went to Shansi to beg. I sent for 

r to return. Her stomach is now badly swollen, 
the result of eating poor food. e people are even 
using ashes to make into flour. We pray daily for 
the money to supply our needs. Our God is faithful. 





How to Pray in the 


Primary Department 


And to teach the children to pray, and to demean themselves during prayer 





ligious training in the Sunday-school and in 

the public schools, where some noble Christian 
teachers, even though they may not teach religion, 
are leaving a strong religious impress on the boys 
and girls under their care. 

In all too many homes there is no prayer-life, no 
Bible teaching, no recognition of God. It is also a 
lamentable fact that many children do not attend 
Sunday-school after they leave the Primary Depart- 
ment. Oh, how earnestly we need to pray then for 
wisdom to perform the great task assigned to us, so 
that if ours is to be the only teaching of the great 
eternal truths of God these boys and girls are to re- 
ceive it may be so deep and so strong that it will 
leave a lasting impression on their lives; or if, more 
happily, they are to go on in Christian training, we 
may lay a firm and lasting foundation. 

By our example, by our earnest exhortation, by 
illustration, by every good means, let us form in 
the children the habit of prayer; an understanding, 
as near as is possible in the child mind, of what real 
prayer life is; that is, constant communion, not in 
mere words, but in thought and deed and life, with 
the Heavenly Father. This in its fulness is only 
an adult experience, but. may have its birth in the 
first years oF Christian training. 

“The power of prayer, like the power of faith, is 
among life’s mysteries. Man cannot measure it as 
he can measure the power of steam or electricity. 
Yet wise men know that it exists, and that it 1s 
among the greatest’ influences that sway humanity.” 
It must ever remain such a mystery, even to the 
most profound thinker, and surely to the untrained 
mind of the little child no amount of familiarity can 
make it less mysterious or less powerful. We can 
never hope to give the child the real meaning of 
prayer; we must be satisfied if we help him to form 
the habit of praying. 

Take or make occasion, in the Primary Department, 
to teach the children grace to say at table. This 
may be logically done in connection with the Thanks- 
giving story. 


Sic to relate, some children get their only re- 


daily food, 
Amen.” 


“For health and strength and 
We give thee thanks, dear Lord, 


“We bless Thee, Lord, for daily bread. 
Still by Thy love our souls be fed. 
Grant us to grow more like to Thee, 


This day and threngh eternity. Amen.” 
“God is great and God is good, 
And we thank Him for our food. Amen.” 


It would be hard to estimate in how many homes 
the habit of saying grace at the table has grown 
out of the teaching of little children in the kinder- 
garten. 

I once visited a Primary Department which had 
in it everything to make it ideal. The room was 
beautiful, light and airy, -The equipment was com- 
a: there were piano, comfortable chairs, cup- 

oard,' pictures, and, clock. The organization was 
good, the department being divided into ten classes 
with not more than eight or ten in each class. The 
one thing lacking, the one important thing without 
which no real work can be done, was order, dis- 
cipline. The disorder was brought about by three 
conditions: first, several teachers were absent; sec- 
ond, no definite program was followed, no one seem- 
ing to.know just what was to come next; third, the 
superintendent had not learned that the attention of 
Primary children cannot be held te any one thing 
for a great length of time. Particularly was this 
manifested in the prayer, led by the superintendent, 
if one can be said to lead when no one follows, for 
in this prayer no one else in the room seemed te 
have a part. It was a prayer wholly unsuited to the 
children in substance as well as Length, and. long 
before it was finished the class of boys nearest me 
seemed to have forgotten it was in progress and 
were having a very good and not at all quiet time. 

Bishop Quayle says of leading in prayer, “Here is 
a ener we have given little heed to in our 
thoughts of leadership, and yet a captaincy so solemn 
and so sublime as to find no equivalent among the 


renowned leaderships of men.. Adventure for us 
and ahead of us out toward God, that is what this 
invitation urges. But we have forgotten this noble 
and notable meaning, or, what is perhaps more true, 
we have never remembered it. He who leads in prayer 
goes out before us in holy quest of God. In no way 
can one man render another man wiser and calmer 
Service than in giving direction to his Godward 
thoughts.” Wig 

These great thoughts regarding prayer, this high 
intent in prayer, may be, should be, ours who lead in 
the Primary, Department. By suitable verses; and 
songs, and particularly by our own attitude, and 
even by the tone of our voice, we can put the chil- 
dren in the right frame of mind for prayer, and 
create for them a prayerful atmosphere, so that no 
part of the Sunday-school hour is more precious 
or sweeter than the time spent in prayer. 

This prayer in the Primary Department should 
be so short, so simple and so earnest, that the small- 
est child will understand and join in with his mind 
and heart, and every boy and girl and teacher will 
be interested in every word of it. It should deal 
with the child life, and touch upon his schooldays, 
his home and his family. “Limit your vocabulary 
and your ideas to the comprehension of the child.” 
Mean what you say. In other words, really want 
what you are aSking for. 

Teach ‘that prayer is talking to God, that God 
always asks us to come and talk to him, and that 
always he is ready to listen. Teach that we should 
talk to him about everything, not merely asking for 
things, but never forgetting to thank him for what 
> has given us, and for what he does for us every 

ay. 
While it is true that merely repeating prayers is 
not praying, it is nevertheless well to teach children 
verses of prayer that they may early in life, before 
they have learned to form thoughts into rounded sen- 
tences, learn the habit of prayer. 

Precede the prayer in the Primary Department with 
verses like the following: 


“Oh, let us when we try to pray 
Not only mind the words we-say, 
But let us try with earnest care 
To have our hearts go with our prayer.” 


“He prayeth best, who loveth best 
All things both great and small, 

For the dear God who loveth us, 
He made and loveth all.” 


“God is in heaven, can he hear 
A little prayer like mine? 

Yes, that he can, I will not fear, 
He'll listen unto mine.” 


“Jesus taught us how to pray, 
Told us what we ought to say. 
If we pray to Him above, 

He will answer us in love.” 


“The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him.” 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” 


- Prayer Services for the Year 


January and February ~ 
Siag, “The Lord is in His Holy Temple.” 
Prayer, closing with the Lord’s Praye:. 
Sing, “Holy is the Lord.” 


March and April 
Chord for rising. 
All: “Lord, teach us to pray.” 
Short talk of God’s goodness as manifested in new life 
at Easter and Springtime. 
Sing, “Lord, who lovest little children.” 
Prayer. 
Sing, “Holy is the Lord.” 


May and June 


All: “He prayeth best, who loveth best 
All things, both great and small, 
For the dear God who loveth us, 


He made and loveth all.” 


Prayer talk, bringing in the thought of thanking God 
for the beautiful summertime and its many. gifts. 

Prayer, closing with the Lord's Prayer. 

Sing, “Lord, who lovest little children.” 
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July and August 
All: “He prayeth best, who loveth best.” 
All: “Lord, teach us to pray.” 
Sing, “The Lord is in His Holy Temple.” 
Prayer, with special mention of our country, 
Sing, “Lord, who lovest little children.” 


September 
Chord for rising. 


Sing, “Lord, who lovest little children.” 
Prayer, ending with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Sing, “Holy is the Lord.” . 


October and November 
Prayer talk, drawing expressions from the childrea re- 
garding blessings for which they are thankful. 
Chord for rising. 
Sing, “The Lord is in His Holy Temple.” 
Prayer. : 
Sing, “Holy is the Lord.” 


December 


Prayer talk: Can everybody. talk to God? 
What does Jesus say of little children? 
All: “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come 
unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Sing, “The joybells are ringing.” 
Prayer. 
Sing, “Lord, who lovest little children.” 


—Caroline Kellogg, Cincinnati. 
we 


The Way the Prayer Circle Began 


HEY started in a simple, natural way —just a 
teacher asking a few of her class to come early 

one Sunday morning, to pray for a_member-of the 
class who needed help. Each of the selected “inner 
circle” came, not once but many times. They took 
one member of the class after another and fairly 
prayed them into the kingdom of God. Then the in- 
vitation was made public. There was a regular 
prayer circle in their classroom each Sunday morn- 
ing at nine o'clock, This invitation brought most 
gratifying results. Others, timid young Christians, 
ventured in to be cordially welcomed. Others came 
with requests. for prayer, for themselves and for 
others. They had no thought of remaining for this 
“sacred: half hour.”” They just brought their re- 
quests, and’ then they were urged to remain and 
many of them did so. For the first time iitheir lives, 
so some afterwards confessed, they heard themselves 
prayed for. ‘Soon it became a regular class func- 
tion, and with each invitation to join the class came, 
as a part of its regular class-work, an invitation to 
the prayer circle. ‘ 

As soon as its success was proved, even before 
the public invitation was given, the twin class, the 
; C., started a prayer circle of its own, which 
ad almost a phenomenal success. In fact, any new 
member of the class not already a Christian was 
+ eee prayed into the kingdom by this morning 
circle. é 

Following the J. O. C. came the large Philathea 
and Baraca classes; each now has its early morning 
prayer circle in its own room. Other classes fol- 
lowed their example until now each Sunday morning 
finds ten prayer circles, meeting for the common pur- 
pose, each ‘in its classroom. Of course the teacher is 
present, but the class president or one of the other 
officers leads this simple service, which has for its 
object direct faith-filled prayer for some one in need. 
Strangers are never invited. This atmosphere of 
prayer pervades the entire school—Willametta Pres- 
ton, Los Angeles, Cal. 


4 
Avoiding Disturbance in Prayer-Time 


UR Sunday-school departments are often so close 

together, necessarily, that prayer-time is greatly 
disturbed by loud singing on the other side of the 
thin partition. We bewail the situation, but usually 
consider it unavoidable. Sometimes superintendents 
agree privately on a certain few minutes during the 
hour when all the sections will be praying or do- 
ing quiet work. This is good, but I know by personal 
experience how difficult it is for a Primary leader 
to remember the clock and fit her program, so full 
of short features, into the scheme of the larger school 
and observe the quiet time. 

So it was a delight to find on a visiting day in an- 
other school that the electric bell connecting the 
rooms was used by the superintendent of the main 
section to give a gentle tingle that called for im- 
mediate stillness throughout the building. Since this 
had long been the custom even the youngest chil- 
dren understood the signal from headquarters. At 
the time of my visit the Primary folks were in the 
act of celebrating their birthdays, and just ready 
to sing the greeting to the little girl who had lighted 
her seven candles; but at the tinkle of the bell the 
superintendent held up one finger, and said, “Let us 
mn the words instead of singing them.” 

t is a very simple solution of a trying problem. 
Where there are no connecting bells it pays to 
watch the clock, however, and to respect our neigh- 
bors’ needs. For reverence there must be quiet, and 
without reverence and worship our Sunday-schools 
are failures —Lee McCrae, Orange, Cal. 









































Lesson for January 23 
Matthew 20 : 17-28 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 23. PROMOTION IN THE KINGDOM 
Matthew 20: 17-28 
stered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.— Matthew 20 : 28 


Golden Text.—The Son of man came not to be mini 











‘The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


o 

Getting Started in Class : 
O will be Secretary of State in President- 
elect Harding’s cabinet?, Who will have the 
. other important position? The daily papers 
are full of speculation, and are guessing at the 
significance of the visits of public men to Senator 
Harding’s home in Marion, Ohio. Many of these 
visitors are doing for their friends what the mother 
ef Zebedee’s children was doing for them (vs. 20, 
21). Jesus gently explained the difference between 
using influence in the world’s kingdoms and his king- 

dom (Dr. Thomas, I, 4). 


Our Background Material 

The Parable of the Householder intervenes be- 
tween the last lesson and this. It was called forth 
by Peter’s question in 19:27, “We have forsaken 
all . . . what shall we have?” It begins with the 
little word “For” (v. 1); Bible connectives are al- 
ways significant. That “for” leaps the chapter divi- 
sion and links the concluding statement of chapter 
19 with this illustrative parable of chapter 20. he 
Lord has admitted the real sacrifice on the part of 
the Twelve, and has declared that they shall receive 
a pus reward (19:28, 29), but he gives this par- 
able to teach that priority in time is not everything. 
They may not reach a higher place than some who 
are to follow them in laboring in the Lord’s vine- 
yard, and to follow at long intervals. Paul no doubt 
will have 4 throne over a tribe of Israel as well 
as Peter; and Augustine and Luther and Wesley and 
Carey and Livingstone and Moody, and those who 
forsake and follow in this very eleventh hour of 
fast slipping opportunity in which we live, will share 
in wendortad rewards along with the fishermen of 
Galilee (Luke 19:17). ~The Companion Bible sees 
a significance in the fact that “the third hour” (v. 
3), 9 o'clock, was about the hour of Pentecost (Acts 
2:15), when. three thousand laborers were engaged; 
that “the sixth hour” was that of Peter’s vision for 
the calling of Gentile laborers (Acts 10:9), and 
“the ninth hour” that at which the angel appeared 
to Cornelius (Acts 10:3), who, with others, was 
to be called into the vineyard, but this may be too 
much of a hot-house forcing of the analogy. 

Whether it is yet the eleventh hour, who can say? 
May we listen to His call to-day with Miss 
Homer-Dixon in the One-Minute Missionary Talk? 
Not all the untouched fields are those she mentions, 
but there are others where the Amazon and the 
Parana have their upper springs in South America, 
and the Nile, the Niger, and the Congo theirs in 
Africa. The possibilities of spiritual grape culture 
in a central Africa mission field are suggested in 
Miss Easton’s story in this issue, “When the Black 
Children’s Phonograph Played.” ‘ 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- ». 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Our Lord gradually breaks the news to his dis- 
ciples of his forthcoming death. This is his third 
announcement of his Passion. It is a prediction based 
on his supernatural knowledge (Dr. Thomas, I, 1). 

It was the greatest confidence ever poured into 
human ears, and yet with what lack of understanding 
and s athy it was received. In his parallel pas- 
sage Take (18: 34) adds the statement that “this 
saying was hid from them.” The psychological law 
that accounts for ‘the obtuseness of the disciples is 
explained by Dr. Ellis. And then he asks an im- 
portant question for all teachers to answer. Have 
we ascertained whether our classes understand, on 
this side of the day of Pentecost as they are, and 
living in the blaze of light from the completed rev- 
elation of God, the eternally vital meaning of the 
atonement? “If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost” (2 Cor. 4:3) is a very solemn word. 

Who the mother of Zebedee’s sons was, and the 
purposes that prompted her to make that request 
are told by Dr. Thomas (I, 2). Was the request 
prompted by what Jesus had said about his and their 
throne-sitting privileges in the glory to come? (19: 

Some idea of where the thrones will be lo- 
cated upon which the Twelve will sit may be ob- 
tained from the leaflet, “The Glory of All Lands,” 
by W. C. Stevens (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, $1 a dozen; 
$8 a hundred; 10 cents each). 

Three directions in which Salome sinned are noted 
by Dr. Smellie (1). Let us have a care we are not 
similarly sinning. this 

Is Jesus including Salome in the prophecy that 
her sons shall some day drink of his own cup?. Dr. 





Devotional ing : Isaiah 53 : 4-12, 
Reference coding Matt. 19 : 27 to 20: 16; Mark 10 : 32¢45; Luke 
22 ; 24-30. 
i opic : Ws More than our Share. , 
Lesson Material : Matt. 20 : 20-28. 
Memory Verse: Whatsoever is right I will give you.—Matt 
20: 4. ’ 
Junior Topic : How to Win First . 
Lesssn Material : Matt. 2d: vege 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : Rigké am 
mediate and Senior Topic : Right and Wrong Ambitions. 
Topic for Young People and Adults : Greatness through Service.' 











17 And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took 
the twelve disciples apart, and on the way he said unto 
them, 18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of 
man shall be ‘delivered unto the chief priests andgscribes; 
and they shall condemn him to death, 19 and shall deliver 
him unto the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to 
crucify: and the third day he shall be raised up. 

20 Then came to him the mother of the sons of Zebedee 
with her sons, “worshipping him, and asking a certain thing 
of him. 21 And he said unto her, What wouldest thou? 
She saith unto him, Command that these my two sons may 
sit, one on thy right hand, and one on thy left hand, in 
thy kingdom. 22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not 
what ye ask. Are ye able to drink the cup t I am 
about to drink? They say unto him, We are able. 23 He 
saith unto them, My cup indeed ye shall drink: but to sit 
on my right hand, and on my left hand, is not mine to 
give; but it is for them for whom it hath been prepared 
of my Father. 24 And when the ten heard it, they were 
moved with indignation concerning the two brethren. 25 
But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that 
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
ones exercise authority over them. 26 Not so shall it be 
among you: but whoscever would become great among 
you shall be your *minister; 27 and whosoever would be 
first among you shall be your ‘servant: 28 even as the Son 
of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many. 


1See ch. 10.4. *The Greek word denotes an act of 
reverence whether paid to a creature (see ch. 4.9; 18.26), 
or to the Creator (see ch. 4.10). 9Or, servant ‘Gr. bond- 
servant. 
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Thomas thinks so (I, 3). Who can disentangle a 
mother’s heartstrings from her boy’s? “Ye” (v. 22), 
that is James and Teen and mother. Godly mothers 
to-day who have a better understanding than Salome 
of what God wants with boys are going to the same 
Saviour with rightly ambitious requests (Mr. Smith, 
in “Say, Fellows—”). The boys’ classes should be 
told the impressive story Mr. Smith relates out of 
his own experience. 

Jesus, appreciating that James and John were 
loyally zealous for Him, even though selfishly jeal- 
ous among themselves, is tender in his rebuke, fore- 
thinking of course of the time when James would 
be killed with the sword (Acts 12:2), and John 
suffer persecutions, one of which sent him to Pat- 
mos (v. 23; Round-Table, 3; Mrs. Askew, 3, 4, 5). 

James and John with Peter were the three most 
privileged of the disciples. The Lord chose them 
for some of his most intimate confidences, and as 


“Mong as it was his choice the other disciples seem 


never to have .complained. But immediately they 
try to choose selfishly for themselves it works havoc 
in the little company (Dr. .Smellie, 4). 

Is ambition wrong? If the sons of Zebedee had 
been utterly without it, would they have been fol- 
lowers of Christ at all? (The Busy Men’s Corner, 
1.) Is Mr. Ridgway too strong in saying that the 
Lord was not displeased with “their ginger’? The 
difference between right and wrong ambitions is 
hai by Dr. Thomas (III, 6. See also Mrs. Askew, 
1 


There is an unusual opportunity in the lesson for 
leading pupils to self-examination as to what their 
real ambition in life is. Mrs. Askew visualizes it (2). 
In order to understand what the Lord wishes to tell 
us about his will, we must get the time-serving glare 
out of our eyes. How to do this is suggested hy 
the method of a. noted painter with his visitors 
(Round-Table, 1). ; 


The Truth that Is Golden 


What the Lord was teaching his disciples was 
nothing less than he was willing to do himself — 
his Father’s will (Mrs. Askew, 6; Dr. Smeilie, 6). 
“Men act as though God threw down before them 
an assortment of plans from which they might choose 
what pleases them,” says James H. McConkey, in his 
“God-Planned Life” (free from the Silver Publish- 
ing Co., Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, or from 
Fred Kelker, Box 216, Harrisburg, Pa., supported 
by free will offerings), “even as a shop-keeper tosses 
out a dozen skeins of silk to a lady buyer from 
which she might select that which jo her fancy. 
But it is not true. It is God’s to choose. It is ours 


simply to ascertain and obey” (Round-Table, 2; Dr. 
Thomas, III, 7). 


It is this that Jesus is telling the 


Twelve when he calls them apart, and so gently re- 

bukes them (vs. 25, 26). How we may both ascertain 

and obey is explained by Dr. Smellie (7), when he 

pews that Christ is th our Pattern and our 
ower. 


Teaching Peints 
_ If God had prevased beforehand places of service 
in the coming kingdom for James and John (v. 23), 
we may be sure he has one for us too (Luke 19: 17; 
see Dr. Smellie, 5) 

One of the curses of the church in its long_his- 
tory has been jealousy in things spiritual. It is 
rebuked by the Lord in the letters to the Ephesus 
and Pergamos churches (Rev. 2:6, 15), when he 
declares he hates the “deeds,” later growing into 
“doctrine,” of the Nicolaitanes, from “Nikao, to 
conquer,” “laos, the ye le,” —man-usurped author- 
ity over the household of faith (Mr. Ridgway, 2). 

The boy or girl who is picked for football or bas- 
ketball team is the one whose really skilful service 
cannot be dispensed with (v. 27; Mr. Howard; 
Round-Table, 4; Mrs. Bryner’s “Before the 
Story”; Mr. Smith’s story of the Chattanooga phys- 
ician). 

“A man’s practical measure is the measurement 
of his superiority above the common reach of his 
fellows in nobler being and doing” (H. Clay Trum- 
bull, in “Character-Shaping and Character-S owing,” 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, 50 cents). 


Questions for Study and Discussion’ 

What is your highest ambition as a Christian? 

What were ambitions of the apostle Paul? (Dr. 
Thomas, III, 6: 

Is your self-life manifesting itself in any of the 
various forms mentioned by Dr. Thomas, in The 
Heart of the Lesson? 

How is Christ “a ransom for many”? (v. 28; Dr. 
Thomas, JB, 5.) 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE Law or APPERCEPTION.—All new knowl- 
edge and experience are appropriated and inter- 
preted through knowledge and experience al- 
ready acquired. ; 











HIS law accounts for the obtuseness of the dis- 
ciples in relation to the fundamental Christian 
teaching which the Master Teacher in this lesson 
is endeavoring to impart to them; it may explain 
the fact that when you have done your best to im- 
part it to your class they will still, like the disciples 
of old, go out to seek for the places of power. The 
only world that the disciples knew was a_ world 
where the greatness of a, man was measured by the 
extent of his rulership — by the number of servants 
over whom he could exercise authority. Naturally 
they interpreted high position in the coming kingdom 
in the same way. Perhaps too they had been so over- 
awed by the glory of the Transfiguration that they 
were unable to appreciate the reality of the cross 
whose shadow fell across’ the path of the Lord. 
That his words abqut his coming death, thrice re- 
peated now since the transfiguration, fell on deaf 
ears is proved by the ambitious request which served 
as the basis for this fundamental teaching about true 
greatness. But it is doubtful whether this teach- 
ing ever found its true apperceptive basis until the 
King- himself. had been exalted to the Name that is 
above every name after being numbered with the 
transgressors and pouring out his soul unto death. 
In a world that is still far too much a world of 
self-seeking, with sordid ambition apparently re- 
warded with high place on every hand, what apper- 
ceptive basis will your pupils have for appreciating 
the fundamental and far-reaching truth of this les- 
son? Would that the church itself were more free 
of self-seeking! But do you expect to teach this 
truth on the naked authority of the Master’s word 
alone with any hope of better result than he himself 
had? Or will you first bring to the fore those great 
servants of men, beginning with the Greatest of all, 
whose greatness even the self-seeking world has 
tardily recognized? Has he not made possible for 
you a basis for the teaching which he himself at 
this time did not have? 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—The training of the Twelve at this 
point became Christ’s almost entire concern, an 
we see three aspects of his teaching from 19: 23 
to 20:28, with reference to the kingdom. irst 
come rewards (19: 23-30); then service (20: 1-16) ; 
and lastly our present lesson, dealing with positions 
in the kingdom (20: 17-28). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Revelation (vs. 17-19), This is the third an- 
nouncement of the forthcoming death. The first 
referred only to the fact (16:21); the second added 
the announcement of the betrayal by a disciple (17: 
22); and now comes the further information of 
condemnation by the rulers. It is impressive to 
notice that this announcement is really a_ prediction 
based on Christ’s supernatural foreknowledge. To 
us it seems surprising that the disciples did not un- 
derstand these announcements (Luke 18: 34). (1) 

The Request (vs. 20, 21). The mother of the sons 
of Zebedee was Salome (27:56), and many think she 
was the sister of the mother of our Lord gee 19: 
25). Her son$ were James and John, and perhaps 
they prompted her to make this request (Mark 10: 

5). Or it may be that her human relationship to 
Toons Christ. (if it existed) made her bold to put 
forward this request. Her outward act of rever- 
ence (v. 20) evidently meant the recognition of 
Jesus Christ as the Messiah and future King, but 
she held the ordinary Jewish view that the kingdom 
would be an earthly one, and so she desired the 
best positions for her sons. (2) 

The Refusal (vs. 22, 23). Christ soon reminded 
her of the real character of his kingdom by speak- 
ing of the sorrow‘ which was in front of him (26: 
30, 42). The use of the plural suggests the inclu- 
sion of the sons as well as the mother, rist could 
not grant the request because it was not@#Phis power, 
since his authority was limited by obedience to his 
Father’s will, but God’s purpose would be carried 
out in the future kingdom, even though every detail 
had not yet been revealed. (3) 

The Rebuke (vs. 24-27). The indignation was per- 
haps natural, though it was really just as sinful as 
the ambition of James and John, and so Christ re- 
bukes them all by pointing out that his kingdom 
would be altogether different from those of earth, 
for the one who renders service is the really great 
one (v. 26), while the supreme place in the kingdom 
would be associated with bond-service. (4) 

The Reminder (v. 28). Then Christ spoke of his 
own life as an example of this service and in addi- 
tion he mentioned that he would be “a ransom,” 
which means the payment made to redeem another 
life. Nothing could be clearer than this statement 
of vicariousness. (5) 

Devotional Reading : Isaiah 53: 4-12. Part of the 

reat chapter dealing with Christ’s‘own sacrifice. (1) 
ts purpose, verses 4-6; (2) its extent, verses 7-9; (3) 
its outcome, verses 10-12. 

Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful (American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety, Philadelphia, $2.25). Other books to be used 
with each lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of 


Christ,” by Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New. 


York, $1.50, net) ; “The Gospel of the ey =; are by 
Spurgeon (Revell, $1.50) ; “The Students’ Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land,” by W. W. Smith (The 
Sunday School Times Co., $1.50) ; Davis’ Bible Dic- 
tionary (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4). 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew 19:27 to 20:16; Mark 10:32-45; Luke 22: 
24-30. 

1. Matthew 19:27 to 20:16. The passages con- 
necting the last lesson with this: (1) Verses 27-30, 
rewards in the kingdom. Self-sacrifice is recognized 
but self-assertion_is rebuked. (2) 20: 1-16, service 
in the kingdom. There must be no spirit of bargain- 
ing (19:30; 20:16). 

2. Mark 10:32-45. Parallel passages. The an- 
nouncements of the death were the best way of show. 
ing the spirit needed in the disciples. 


3. Luke 22: 24-30. The contention among the dis- 
ciples was continued right up to the eve of Christ’s 
death. He rebuked them and yet recognized what 
they had done. 

Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Right and Wrong Am- 
bitions. (1) Ambition is one of the greatest powers 
in life, and it is undoubtedly justifiable and right 
when properly exercised. It is an incentive to higher 
things, and is connected with almost everything — 
position, intellect, and all other departments of life 
in which hopes and expectations are possible. (2) 
Yet it has a great peril because it may be fixed on 
unworthy objects or it may involve the setting aside 
of others. There are two words in the Greek which 
are rendered in English “zeal” and “envy”; the for- 
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mer is logitianste and refere to the eamnestness of 
desire and effort by which a man seeks to realize 
the best in his life. The latter is sinful because it 
involves success by means of keeping down others. 
3) In this connection it is interesting to notice that 

aul uses the idea of ambition in three connections, 
so that we may say there were three ambitions in his 
life: he was ambitious to be right with Christ here- 
after & Cor. 5:9); he was armvitious to preach 
where Christ had not been named (Rom. 15: 20) ; and 
he was ambitious to be = and simple in his daily 
life (1 Thess. 4:11). The last passage has been 
well rendered, “be ambitious, but have no ambi- 
tion.” (6) 

2. Young People and Adults: Greatness through 
Service, rvice is the distingthishing mark of every 
true life, “that we being delivered . . . should serve 

Luke 1:74). Christ’s great title in Isaiah is “the 

ervant of Jehovah,” and as there depicted he is 
seen to accomplish the Paspese of God in loving, ear- 
nest work on behalf of man, In harmony with this, 
Paul describes him as having “taken the form of a 
servant” when he entered upon his earthly life. His 
first. recorded words refer to his being about his 
Father’s business (Luké 2: », or at his “Father’s 
house.” In our present lesson Christ refers to the two 
grades of service: the work of an ordinary servant (v. 
26) and that of a slave (v. 27). All this dignifies and 
glorifies service in every life. A story was told. re- 
cently of a young man who expressed to a wealthy 
banker the opinion that the bank was carrying on 
some extensive operations for which it received no 
proper compensation, The banker replied that the 
young man would find in his Bible, “If any man 
would be great among you, let him be your servant,” 
and he said that. this verse contains “the greatest 
bit of business truth ever put into a single sentence.” 
This was the secret of the success of that bank, 
because they gave a greater service to people, and 
the banker went on to say that there was no work 
so small or so unpleasant that they would not con- 
descend to do it if it would help the men who were 
doing business with them. “Service is the secret of 
all success.” If this is true from the business stand- 
point, much more is it so from the moral and spir- 
itual points of view. €7) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The great thought running through the entire les- 

son is that of self, and in the case of James and 
ohn there was selfishness, while in the case of our 

rd (vs, 17-19, 28) the very opposite is seen, selfless- 
ness, 

1. The Danger. Self takes various forms, and 
against them all we need to be on our guard. We 
may think of self-esteem, self-pride, self-assertion, 
self-consciousness, self-confidence, self-satisfaction, 
self-love, self-pleasing, self-praise, self-indulgence, 
self-centeredness, and self-will. : 

2. The Sefeguers. The only way of meeting this 
terrible peril is by substituting Christ for self: “not 
I, but Christ” (Gal. 2:20), “not I, but the grace of 
God” (1 Cor.-15:10). “He must increase, but I 
must decrease” (John 3:30). “None of self, and 
all of thee.” 

V. Leading Questions 

What is the meaning of “the cup '? (v. 22.) 

Why is service real greatness? 
cat is the explanation of the- term “ransom”? 

v. 28. 
What is the fundamental meaning of the parable? 
(20: 1-16.) } 

How can we explain the constant contention among 
the disciples about position in the kingdom? 

How may we 7 aaa between the value and 
the danger of ambition 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


PARLY in the morning of this age Christ called 
laborers to work in his vineyard, and now that 
sunset is crimsoning the sky his call grows more 
urgent, for “the night cometh, when no man can 
work.” Notice that small but mighty word “Go” 
(vs. 4, 7). 





Goo’s were To? 
O RDER : 











One corner of the vineyard (the United States 
and Canada) has one minister to every six hundred 
of the population, and a Christian worker to every 
fifty. But those other corners have one missionary 
to every hundred thousand souls! Africa, China, 
and India have large tracts of land without one wit- 
ness to Christ. Sin-kiang, a million dying souls, and 
no missionary. Tibet with six millions, TL ighanisten 
with four millions, Nepaul and Bhutan with over 
five millions, passing into a black eternity, without 
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one soul-winner. And God's servants stand “idle”! 
(vs. 3, 6.) It is the idleness that populates hell: 
Nracara Fats, Can. 


” 
The Kingship of Service 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HE shadow of the Cross lay upon’ Christ’s 
path. He was going to J for the last 
time. In little more than a week he would 
be at Calvary, with its e for himself, with its 
salvation for mankind, with what Charles Wesle 
calls its “glorious infamy.” He spoke of it strech 
to his disciples—how one of them should betray 
him; how his countrymen, the Jews, should con- 
demn him ; how the heathen should mock and scourge 


-and crucify him; and how, after the night of weep- 


ing, the morning of joy must succeed, and the third 
day he should rise again. Never was there an 
announcement more momentous. But, as had hap- 
pened before, they were dull of hearing. They did 
not grasp its significance, They refused to believe 
in the tragedy and the triumph which were close at 
hand. (1) 

For here is the strangest of requests. 

It was — by a mo’ for her two sons, 
James and John, prominent figures in the little band 
of the Twelve. Salome, the mother, was one of the 
women who had followed Christ in Galilee, and had 
sought in various ways to help him; we are not sur- 
prised to meet her now in his company. She came 
with humble worship, for she cherished a real rev- 
erence for the Lord. But the petition she presented 
was ambitious and foolish. Grant, she said, that 
these my sons may sit, the one on thy right hand and 
the other on thy left, in thy kingdom. 

Of course, the two men were themselves the in- 
stigators of the prayer. It erred in three directions. 
It was presumptuous, because it would have made 
Christ a tool to promote their vanity and aggrandize- 
ment; and to him nothing could be more repugnant, 
for he is meek and lowly in heart. It was ignor- 
ant, because it showed an entire misapprehension of 
the nature of his kingdom, where the only greatness 
is spiritual, and where favoritism and partiality are 
unknown. And it was intensely selfish — selfish, be- 
cause it forgot the claims of the other disciples; yet 
more culpably ‘selfish, because it paid no heed to 
the sorrows of the Master, already treading the 
Via Dolorosa and making haste to the Hill of Re- 
proach, (2) 

But, instead of condemning Salome and James 
and John, let us look well to the character of our 
own prayers. Sometimes they are presumptuous, 
disrespectful, and reckless. Often they are mingled 
and marred with ignorance. And, far too frequently, 
they are selfish, craving our own good in temporals 
and spirituals, and unmindful of the higher motive 
and the wider outlook. (3) 


But here, also, is the tenderest of replies. 

Though he saw with clear eyesight all its faults, 
Christ did not rebuke in sharp or unmeasured fash- 
ion the petition of his two disciples. He felt that 
their hearts were true, although their prayers were 
still crude and imperfect. Ye know not what ye 
ask, he said compassionately; and he proceeded to 
set them right. 

The road to kingship, He told James and John, is 
the road of cross-bearing. For himself it was em- 
pane so. _He drank the cup of gall. He was 
aptized with the baptism of tears and blood. And 
though in atoning and redemptive value his suffer- 
ings stood alone, yet in his sacrificial love he set 
the example to all who bear his name. Were they 
able, he enquired of the two apostles, to follow 
their King to his place of government and rule alon 
his rough and narrow highway? Yes, they replied, 
blunderingly but in genuine loyalty, too, we are able. 
And he promised them that the cup and baptism 
should indeed be theirs—the reproach, the: hatred, 
the crucifixion. James knew it, when he bent his 
head to the swift stroke of Herod’s sword; and 
John, long afterwards, when he was a prisoner on 
Patmos for the-word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. Nor are the terms altered in the 
twentieth cpatery ; and those oy | who count all 
things loss for God and man may-hope to mount to 
Christ’s aovereaanny and throne. (4) et 

Moreover, He went on, the road to kingship is 
the road of the Father’s appointment (v. 23). We 
sometimes say that heaven is a prepared place for a 
prepared people; and it is equally true that all power 
of a gracious and saving sort on earth .is the por: 
erty of souls who have been divinely qualified and 
educated to wield it aright. (5) 


Here, finally, is the noblest of patterns. j 

When the ten broke out angrily upon the ambi- 
tious two, the Lord gathered them all, with their 
chafed and irritated tempers, round himself. He 
talked to them, quietly and in patient love, of the 
difference between his kingdom and the kingdoms 
where men hold sway. In the latter, the dignities 
pertain to persons of hereditary rank —the aristo- 
crats, the princes, those who are reckoned great. 
But with him the order is reversed. The servant 





Ee he 








is Christ’s highest type of man, and 
they who freely take the lowest room 
are chief and best. 


It was much more than theory in his 
case; it was his own code of conduct (v. 
28) Lord of all, he emptied himself to 
be Vassal of all. : - 

There never has been a ministry like 
Christ’s. It began in an unspeakable 
condescension, e “came” of own 
will, from being a Monarch in heaven to 
be a Subordinate on earth;.and behind 
the miracle of his serving is the miracle 
of his stooping. It was sustained by a 
ceaseless and limitless love. He had no 
oblique thoughts about his. reputation. 
Always he was prompted by that “holy 
intention,” of which Jeremy Taylor 
writes that it is to our actions what the 
soul is-to the body, what the fountain 


is to river, and what the sun is to 
the world. (6) 
And there never has been a death 


like Christ's. It was voluntary. It was 
vicarious. It was victorious. It was a 
ransom for many. a 

Both in his ministry and in his death 
Christ transcends us. But, none the 
less, he is our Pattern, and we are to 
be changed into his image. Let us re- 
joice that he is Power as well as Pat- 
tern, e goes before us, but he dwells 
within us too. His life will create our 
lives anew, till we are signed with his 
wee and transfigured into his glory. 
CarLuKE, SCOTLAND. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Honest Ambition.—W orshipping him, 
and asking a certain thing of him (v. 20). 
“You never come and kiss me unless you 
want something,” said the husband. 
“Well, isn’t that often enough?” laughed 
the wife, who was always wanting some- 
thing. Worshiping and Asking have al- 
ways been twins. Some schoolboys never 
write home to tell the folks how much 
they love and appreciate what is being 
done for them without winding up the 
letter with, “I am out of money,” or 
words to that effect. “Society dues,” 
“chemicals,” “books,” “clothes,” “and so 
forth.” The disciples were not recruited 
from angels, but from everyday men 
with everyday faults and virtues. They 
belonged to the great army of the fel- 
lows “who want more.” And “every- 
day” men have ambitions. The fact of 
the matter is, if John and James and 
the whole Zebedee family had not been 
an ambitious bunch desiring improve- 
ment. they never would have heeded 
jenn the Baptist’s suggestion, nor would 

ohn have pointed them to the young 
enthusiast from Nazareth. There are 
fellows around town who are so con- 
tent that no one bothers to invite them 
to anything, not even to go fishing. It 
was nothing against these folks to want 
the best places. Nor was the Master 
displeased at their ginger. If it was by 
ambition the angels fell, it is also by am- 
bition that those who would be higher 
-than the angels rise (1 Cor. 6:3; Heb. 
2:6-11). All day yesterday I was talk- 
ing to seven hundred young men in a 
Reformatory. I shall have done a good 
day’s work if I have aroused a little 
ambition in them to be something more 
than town loafers and,cannon fodder 
for the hosts of Satan. (1) 

Two Great Words.—We are able (v. 
22). That’s the way to talk! This is 
why I am patting the Zebedee boys on 
the shoulder in this lesson. There are 
two big words in the Bible. One fs in 
the first person plural, and the other 
in the third person singular. Here they 
are: “We are able,” and “He is able.” 
The man who gets these two words into 
his system is invincible in the affairs of 
this world on any line of activity in 
which he is pleased to engage. Ambition, 
self-confidence, and godliness will get 
aman anywhere: The Buckeye preach- 
er’s boys said, “We are able to fly,” and 
the Wrights conquered the sky. The 
Yankee preacher’s boys said, “We are 
able to cable,” and the Fields conquered 
the sea. Yes, there was many a bump 
for the Wrights, and many a break for 
the Fields, but the air and the sea are 
mastered by the sons of men. because 








both heaven and earth were able. Noble 
achievement of any sort comes by vir- 


| tue of the same spirit. There must be 


what the world calls able-ity, and no 
walk in life has a patent on ability. It 
is just as likely to found out among 
the workmen as in the executive offices. 
Indeed, most executives have risen by 
merit from the ranks. More than one 
railroad president has come from the 
section gang and the freight crew. And 
no man ever his way up, gam- 
bled hiss way up, or cussed his way up, 
no matter how great his ability along 
all of these lines. The president, the 
general manager, and almost every offi- 
cial of this Pennsylvania Railroad upon 
which I am riding, said years ago these 
two great words, “We are able,” “He is 
able.” These two wings of resolution 
lifted them and have soared with them 
to the high place. You can rise on the 
same pinions (2 Tim. 1:12; Jude 24). 


ut ew the Preacher. — Whosoever 
would become great among you shall 
be your minister (v. 26). There was 
a day when the minister was the greatest 
man in the commiifiity. SS at Brandy- 
wine Manor, the Rev. Nathan Grier 
and his son, J. N. C. Grier, were minis- 
ters for eighty-one years, Over at Oc- 
torara, some seven or eight miles away, 
Dr, Latta was the minister for years 


and years. These great and godly men 
were the “popes” of the parish, and 
“What the Doctor says goes” was the 


state of affairs in northwest Chester 
County. It was an ideal corner of the 
land, and if you don’t believe it ask 
George Washington down there at Valley 
Forge that awful winter. He can tell 
you how ministers and people stood by 
him. Why does not this condition pre- 
vail to-day? It surely is a Biblical con- 
dition. And a. desirable condition. Is 
it because the masterful minister hears 
the siren call of the big town and be- 
comes one more. dress-suit among the 
claw-hammers? Or has the countryside 
become so sophisticated that it is no 
longer impressed by a great and strong, 
personality? Are there too many pianos, 
victrolas, automobiles, magazines, and 
newspapers for the extra able minis- 
ter to become great? I do not think so. 
The reason is that the able young min- 
ister does not stay long enough in his 
country parish to warm his nest. His 
ear is continually open to the voices from 
town. He thinks the ministerial ladder 
has its foot in the city church. Which 
any city pastor will say is a mistake 
if you get next to him. If I had my 
life to live over again, I might study 
for the ministry. I would pe a coun- 
try call where there were intelligent 
farmers. -When I got a charge I would 
settle down for a stay and live just like 
my le, pants in boots and all! I 
would read and study and pray. If the 
Lord developed any talent in me and 
gave me any power I would keep right 
out at “Green Fields,” drawing my con- 
gregations for miles and be the Great 
Chester County Ridgway! on $2,000 a 
year and a Tin Lizzie! (2 Tim. 4:5; 1 
Peter 5:2.) (2) 
CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of February 6, “The Marriage 

Feast” (Matt. 22 : 1-14), will be found use- 
ful. 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


I. For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
(American Baptist Publication Society, Phil- 
adelphia, $2.25), and Spurgeon (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50) are very helpful. 
Other books to be used with each lesson are 
“Modern Student’s Life of Christ,” by Voll- 
mer (Revell, $1.50, net), and Davis’ Bible Dic- 
tionary (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 


II. Much interesting material for this les- 
son may be obtained and applied from the 
long chapter on “Betrothals and Weddings 
in the East,” in “Studies in Oriental Social 
Life,” by Henry Clay Trumbull. To get the 
Oriental viewpoint of the Bible stories gives 
the lesson a richer significance, and Dr. 
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Trumbull’s keen studies in this respect will 
afford a rich coloring of illuminating side- 
lights (The Sunday School Times Company, 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, $1.75, post- 
paid.) 

bd 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday | dj 


School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If com later 
they may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circula? that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each w 


eek. 

Short illus of from 75 to 158 w 
Getter at ok at 
Golden ‘Text are specially desired, amd will 

ex 
stand a Cokeer clenee of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Apart with Him.—Jesus . . . going up 
to Jerusalem... took the twelve disciples 
apart (v.17). Two friends of the great 

ainter Turner visited him in order to see 

is picture. When they arrived, Turner 
kept them for a short time in his closely 
shrouded room before he sent the serv- 
ant to take them up to the studio. Ar- 
rived in the studio, he apologized for his 
apparent rudeness by telling them that it 
was necessary for-their eyes to be emp- 
tied of any glare before they could appre- 
ciate the colors in his picture. You and 
I need to live in the presence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in order that we may be 
emptied of everything that is common 
and earthly, and in order also that we 
may see and. behold and rejoice in his 
beauty.—From the Rev. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, D.D. Sent by George Goodall, 
Guatemala, (1) 


Failure through Ambition.—Ye know 
not what ye ask (v. 22). General Grant 
said toward the close of his life, “Only 
once in my life did I seek a place with 
the object of advancing myself in it, and 
in that place I was a comparative failure. 
I have tried always to realize that, quite 
apart from any plan or thought of m 
own, I am but an instrument in God’s 
hand to accomplish God’s purposes.” 
And this was the secret of Grant’s great- 
ness. Seeking the highest places, even 
if we are qualified to fill them, is not a 
sign of greatness, but of folly. From 
The Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, Lon- 
don, England. (2) 


A Christian Leper’s Testimony.—My 
cup indeed ye shall drink (v. 23). When 
I heard a Christian leper in India say, 
“T thank God that he laid leprosy on me 
because of the lepers I have been able to 
lead to Christ,” I thought, “How like 
Christ, who let God lay on him the lep- 
rosy of my sin.”—From George Innes, 
quoted in The Sunday School Times, 
Sent by George Goodall, Guatemala, (3) 


Finding the President. — Whosoever 
would become great among -you shall be 
your minister (v. 26). A little Western 
college needed money. The buildings 
were shabby, the salaries underpaid. A 
stranger appeared on the campus and 
asked a man in overalls engaged in 
whitewashing a wall where he could find 
the president. “I think you can see him 
at his house at twelve,” was the reply. 
The yisitor went as directed, and met 
the president, whom he recognized, in 
different dress, as the very same man 
he had found whitewashing. Next day 
came a letter with a gift of $50,000. The 
brave spirit of service on the part of 
the president had appealed effectively 
to this man of business.—Adapted from 
Dr. J. F. Cowan, in the Christian. En- 
deavor World. Sent by the Rev. D. H. 
Strong, Benson, Vt. The prize for this 
week ts awarded to this illustration. (4) 


Stand, Aside!—Whosoever would be 
pest among you shall be your servant 
Vv. 27). 


“Just stand aside, and watch yourself go by; 
Think of yourself, as ‘he’ instead of ‘I.’ 
Pick flaws, find fault, forget the man is 
you, 
And strive to make your estimate ring 


true. 
The faults of others then will dwarf and 
shrink. 
Love’s chain grows stronger by one mighty 
link, 
When you with ‘he’ as substitute for ‘I,’ 
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a stood aside, and watched yourself go 
we 
—From the Sunday Circle. Sent by W, 
R. Clark, Belper, Eng. 

—Shall be your 


A Prayer 

servant (v. 27). At the dinner table 
of one of the well-known millionaires 
who had done much for the public good 
scussion turned upon value o 
rayer. The millionaire said he did not 
lieve in it. He had got everything 
he wished for, so there was no need for 
him to pray for any favors. The prin- 
cipal of 2 Scottish university, who was 
present, said, “There is one thing that 
you might pray for.” “What is that?” 
You might pray for humility.” What- 
ever our poeenene, we Shall be all the 
happier if we pray for the humble spirit 
which can thank God for his mercies, 
—From the Sunday-School Chronicle, 
Sent by Mrs. B. red Dowen, Kingston 
Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thy power was never ex- 
ercised for the sake of power. We thank 
thee that thou hast not set us an example 
of authority for the love of authority. We 
have been prone to love power for its own 
sake, and for this we ask thy forgiveness. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


' By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 


And. They did indeed. 
brink of His_cup 








Acts. 7: 59,60 . &. 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Clase 


They who would wear crowns must be 
willing to bear crosses. 

The servant is not greater than his Lord. 

The elevator to success is not running — 
take the toilsome stairway. 

Not only James and John, but all the dis- 
ciples learned well the lesson Jesus taught: 
that true greatness comes only through ser- 
vice and sacrifice. Even poor Judas learned, 
bnt alas, too late! that self-seeking is the 
road to suicide. 
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‘ é 
We pray that thou wilt enable us to learn 
the deep lessons of the ministry that thou 
dost expect thy followers to exercise toward 
others. Good servants we would be, and not 
lordly rulers. May we be eager to discover 
channels for the ministry*that has been com- 
mitted to~-us, and in overflowing response 
to thy blessed will may we follow in thy 
footsteps of unceasing service to those about 
us. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Every playground 
tells the story. Start a game and a 
dozen fellows shout “I’m it!” There 
are always plenty of chaps who are 
ready to be captain of the team. There 
are girls who get awfully despondent 
if they are not chosen first in the games 
of the social, and there are even grown 
folks who sulk and look very glum 
if they are not given a place of promi- 
nence in whatever may be going on. 
Why? Well, there are many\ answers 
that you can think of. Why do people 
want to be prominent? Yes, some are 
selfish, some are over-ambitious, some 
really want to help in the hardest places. 
But those who know best are not crazy 
about promotion. They are willing to 
be captains, but they are not terribly put 
out if somebody else is. made captain. 
The fellow who wants to be first because 
he just can’t stand being beaten by any- 
body is in a bad way. The fellow who 
is willing to be first in order to do all 
he can to help the team out, but who 
doesn’t pull any wires to get chosen and 
doesn’t sulk if he is not chosen, is likely 
to be the kind who would be useful in 
utting the right spirit into the team. 
Jesus never encouraged anybody to be 
rst because first place gave prominence, 
or a big position. The Lord of glory 
stooped to wash his disciples’ feet. Some 
who might like to lord it over others 
are not worthy to reach up and touch 
the feet of those whom they would like 
to rule. Living for others, not lording 
it over them, is the shining pathway 
that gee points out. Are you ready 
to follow? Let us pray. 


Living ror OTHERS 


WHICH ? 














4 
Lesson Hymhs and Psalms 


“Ride en, ride on in majesty.” 

“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 
“I love thy Kingdom, Lord.” 

“Come, sound his praise abroad.” 
“Fight the good fight.” 

“We've a story to tell.” 

“Faith of our fathers.” 

“O Jesus, I have promised.” 


References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Boo set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 72: 1-20 (154 : 1-4). 
Psalm 112: 1-10 (224: 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 33-40 (240 : 1-4). 
Psalm 65 : 1-13 (137 : 1-3). 
Psalm 30: 1-12 (66 : 1-3). 
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For The Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teracuinc.—Selfishness is 
displeasing to Jesus. 

Before the ee pepe school some 
small boys hurried to a vacant lot. Tom 
said, Let’s play ball and I’ll be: the bat- 
ter.- Gerald called out, Oh, you always 
want to be it. Can’t you let somebo 
else choose? What was the matter with 
Tom? 

The little girls started to play, an 
Elsie said, Let’s play house, and I’ 
be mother. How did that sound to the 
ether girls? They would have felt bet- 
ter if Elsie had said, Shall we play 
house? Who'll be mother? I. seems 
hard fog many children to give others 
a chance. Sometimes grown people act 
the same way. 

Review.—When the mothers brought 
their children to tnd Jesus, some of 
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his disciples didn’t want them to have 
a chance to get near him. Such selfish- 
ness displeased Jesus, who saw and 
heard and said, Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me. (Recall last 
week’s lesson. 

Lesson Story—Two of Jesus’ twelve 
disciples were James and John, brothers 
who were fishermen, Repeat, 

“Peter and Andrew, James and Jol, 

Fishermen of Capernaum.” 


They were good friends and helpers 
and Jesus loved them all. One day the 
mother of James and John came with 
her sons to Jesus to ask a favor. Jesus 
said, What do you want? She said, 
I want you to promise that my two 
sons may sit, one on your right hand 
and the other on your left in your king- 
dom. They must have forgotten what 
ape told them, that other day, when 

is disciples asked, Who shall be great- 
est in your kingdom? (Recall the les- 
son of January 2.)- 

Jesus answered the mother, You do 
not know what you ask, There will 
be hard things for those who love me 
to do. Then he said to James and John, 
Are you able to do them? They said, 
We are able. Jesus said, Some of 
these things you shall do, but to sit on 
my right hand and on my left is not 
mine to give, but for those. for whom 
~ Heavenly Father has prepared. Such 
selfishness displeased Jesus. 

en the other ten disciples heard 
about the selfish request of James and 
John, they felt angry, eo Jesus said to 
them, Among you, my disciples, who- 
ever wants to be greatest will serve 
the others. Whoever will be chief let 
him be your servant. , 
be ministered unto, but to serve others, 
and to give my life for many. Sing, 

“Love one another, thus saith the Saviour. 

Children, obey the Father’s blest command.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 

Iowa, 35 cts., postpaid.) 


Jesus told this story to his disciples, 
A man hired other men to work. To 
each one he said, Whatsoever is right, 
I will give. you. When evening came 
he paid each man a penny. Some had 
worked longer than the others, so they 
found fault, because all were paid alike. 
The man said, Friends, I do you no 
wrong. Didn’t you agree with me for 
a penny? Take your money and go 
your way. 


I came not to 





Illustrative Stories for Selection. — lf 
there are five brothers and sisters in a 
family, which one will father and mother 
love most? Suppose the oldest boy 
should say, I’m past ten years old. Be- 
cause I’ve been in the family so much 
longer than my baby brother, who is 
only six months old, father and mother 
ought to love me most, and ‘do the most 
for me. Would that right? Father 
and mother would be greatly displeased 
with such selfishness. Because baby 
brother is helpless, he cannot walk_nor 
talk, they really have to do more for 
him, but they truly love all the children 
the same. 

_Edith and Dorothy were standing be- 
side Aunt Mary when Edith whispered, 
Don’t vou like me better than Dorothy? 
They. were little girls, only four and 
five years old, so Aunt Mary lifted one 
to each knee and told a Story. They 
soon felt that she loved them both the 
same. 

One day, in Sunday-school, Richard 
said to his teacher, I love you most of 
all, so I’m going to sit next to you every 
Sunday. The teacher said, If you love 
me so much, you may sit clear across 
our class circle, where I can see you, 
and your love will reach all the way 
to me. Richard didn’t like that plan at 
first, but he did it. Aftet Sunday-school 
the teacher told him how proud she 
felt because he let another child have 
the seat that he wanted. 


Closing Prayer: 

“Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good. 

In all we do, at work or play, 

To grow more loving every day.” 


Peoria, Ixt.. 5 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S: H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Ambition to have or to do? 

2. “Able” to be and to bear? 

g. Our Master’s example and teaching. 











At young people hold ambitions in 
their hearts, recognized or not, well 
or ill defined, worthy or unworthy. None 
of them expect, much less want, their 
lives to go on just as they are, or end 
before anything “happens” to them. If 


The Lesson Cartoon” for This Week 








“A stone of stumbling, 
aod arock of offence? , 
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this were not universally true the race 
would make no progress, nothing would 
have “happened” as the generations have 
one by. As in so many other cases 
anger lies in these strongest tendencies 
of the young heart unless their strength 
is directed by the One, himself a young 
man, whose words of divine wisdom on 
this subject we are to study to-day. Re- 
mind your girls of his youth: he under- 
stood these ambitious young disciples 
of his; he as. fully understands our 
young girls. To him they need never 
say, with that wistful distress we all 
so often observe when trying to help 
them, “But you don’t understand” —a 
sentence usually without conclusion, for 
indeed they “don’t understand” them- 
selves. How blessed to assure them that 
he does! (1) 


1. Ask for a frank discussion as to 
whether your girls desire most for them- 
selves to get or to have something, or to 
be and do something. They will promptly 
detect the selfishness of the first ambi- 
tion unless it is simply a means to the 
end of being and doing something worth 
while. Even the ambition to get an edu- 
cation may be a purely selfish one, both 
in process and in consummation, unless 
through and above it is held the desire 
to be prepared to do sométhing. Even 
the training of God-given talents, the 
cultivation of any ability, or of any taste, 
is open to this danger, a danger which 
Christian teachers should constantly feel 
for in their young people. (2) 

Now look for a while at these two 
young men whose mother came asking 
ambitious things for them. mother 
ambitious for her sons; what a fine and 
natural sight, we think, but what did he 
think? He knew that “Mrs. Zebedee” 
was little thinking of what her sons 
could do (for others, or for the king- 
dom) in their coveted places of power, 
but rather of her glory and theirs in 
holding those places, of what they would 
get and have thereby. And he answered 
this mother,“as he will answer our girls 
if they bring their ambitious desires to 
him for his testing, by a question that 
goes straight to the heart of the mat- 
ter: “Are ye able to drink the cup that 
I am about to drink?” (3) 


2. To understand what he meant by 
this we must look back a few verses 
to his revelation of his coming suffer- 
ing and death, made to the twelve just 
previous to this scene, on the way up to 
Jerusalem (Matt. 20:17-19). He says 
then, “Would you share my kingdom’s 
power and glory? Have you so soon 
forgotten how my kingdom 1s to be won? 
Can you bear the suffering I must bear, 
meet the experiences that [ am to meet, 
really share my kingdom with me?” Is 
one of your girls eager for some great 
position of high service? Is she ready, 
or even thinking of getting ready, to 
be what such a service calls for? Is 
she thinking of what such a service will 
cost her — not in money but in life? (4) 

Perhaps like James and John and 
their mother she will answer quickly, 
“T am able.” How little we know our- 
selves! Jesus’ answer to that was clear: 
“The experience you so confidently as- 
sert your ability to bear will be yours; 
as my followers, my cup indeed ye shall 
drink; but the places you seek in which 
the experiences will come are not mine 
to give, they are of the Father’s appoint- 
ing.” That we should bear and be and 
even dare in his service, but in the place 
of his choosing, is the Father’s will for 
his own. (5) 


_3. And to make such following of 
his will sweet to us, the young King im- 
mediately went on to show those two 
young men that it was even so with 
imself, the Lord of the kingdom. For, 
he said, “I am in the midst of you as 


he that serveth . . . the Son of Man ~ 


came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister”; not the place of a king but 
the manner: of life of a servant was 
his Father’s choice for him. And he said, 
“Not my will, but thine, be done,” when 
the -place his Father chose for him was 
as bitter as death, nay, was a bitter 
death itself, and to the end his manner 
ef life was “ministering.” (6) 

Remind the girls of that last scene. in 
ioe Gospel, when the triumphant 

ing, in his resurrection power, was 
still ministering with his own hands. to 
the little, physical needs of James and 
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Lesson January 2 
Matthew 20 : 17-28 


John and the rest, on the lake- 
side at dawn. Did they then remember 
this earlier scene and their own self- 
seeking and his answer? Shall our am- 
bitions be for place, or for his way of 
filling the place the Father chooses for 


us? 
Home Study 
Memorize Isaiah 53: 4-12. 
Decatur, Ga. 
a ct 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class . 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Mother’s prayers. 
Discussion: Suppose Jesus had said: 

“Yes, Mrs. Zebedee, your sons shall have 

those two most prominent seats in 

heaven.” What would probably have 
been the effect upon James and John? 

What effect ever afterward upon the 

other disciples? Would it not have 

made an awkward situation? What ef- 
fect upon the Church? 

Objective: Let us concern ourselves 
with doing God’s will; he will see to the 
proper reward. ~ 
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AY, fellows, if I should make up 
an unusually good story about you, 
some noble thing you did, or some kind 


_and generous act, to whom should I 


tell it, to be sure it would be believed? 
Yes, I see you know of whom I am 
thinking — your mother. I might tell 
your brother and sister, and they would 
say: “Phew! are you sure it was Dick?” 


I might tell your employer, and his} 


eyes would roam around over the ob- 
jects on his desk; or your teacher, and 
he would look at the sky and say: 
“Think it will rain?” I might tell your 
father, and he would. be grateful — but 
surprised! But let me tell your mother! 
There I would find one who is ready to 
believe: anything-good I would say about 


ou. 

2 I telt-you,: fellows, a mother is'a won- 
derful gift to a boy,’for her prayers 
alone. Long before you learned to say, 
“Now I lay me down to sleep,” she 
was praying that you would be a.great 
and good man some day. Those prayers 
of mothers have kept many a boy from 
going wrong. One night in a great city 
where I had gone to find-work I had 
fallen in with some young fellows who 
“knew the ropes,” and being far from 
home and lonesome I was glad to ac- 
cept their companionship. They invited 
me to join them in an “evening lark” 
to which no loyal Christian would lend 
himself, and eiuats I was a nominal 
Christian I was tempted sorely. I re- 
arded myself as “my own man,” having 
just turned twenty-one, 

But just as I wavered between right 
and wrong, my mother’s face flashed be- 
fore me. It was- only for an instant, 
but it was enough. I heard her voice, 
heard it in prayer. That night a thou- 
sand miles away she was praying for 
me, and saved me from what might 
have been a fatal step, I firmly be- 
lieve, fellows, but for my mother’s 
prayers that night and many nights, be- 
fore and since, I should not now be en- 
joying the privilege of talking about the 
great things of life and the Kingdom 
to you boys from Sunday to ana § in 
the columns of this far-reaching Sun- 
day-school paper, going as it does to the 
boys and girls in practically every cor- 
ner of the world. 

Treasure that dear mother, if you have 
one, fellows; she is God’s peculiar gift. 

Well, James and John had such a 
mother, and she did the most natural 
and motherly kind of a thing. She 
wanted her boys to go away up high; 
they must even stand in the highest 
places, on the right and left hand of 
the King in his glory. Like all mothers, 
she was ambitious for her boys. 

Then Jesus in his wonderful way ex- 
plained that the road to true greatness 
was not that which the world was fol- 
lowing, iri which those in power and au- 
thority were overbearing masters to their 
inferiors; but it is a path of service to 
mankind, a path already blazed by him- 
self. Last night in the local evening 
paper I saw these headlines: CHartra- 
nooGca Docror Attatns EMINENCE. The 
article stated that a very remarkable 
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invention for the removal of fore par- 
ticles from the lungs or bronchial tubes, 
such as might be accidentally swallowed, 
had been successfully demonstrated be- 
fore a national m , and had 
been written up in the American Medi- 
cal Journal; it was said that a ae vel 
ery rought great honor to the doc- 
tor in the world of medicine. 

That was the recognition, but what 
had preceded? Days and nights at bed- 
sides of suffering; days and nights in 

laboratory ; days and nights of study 
to relieve pain; hours of weariness un- 
known to world, but borne.on by the 
thought of doing a service to humanity. 
And do you suppose the final publicity 
is what rewards this doctor? Hardly. 
A reporter on his local city paper sought 
an interview, after the far-away medi- 
cal journal had published the first news, 
but.the doctor, in his service overalls 
in the midst of treating his patients, 
declined the interview, saying it would 
involve a technical description which 
the general public would hardly be in- 
terested in. Then it was “Good Morn- 
ing,” and the doctor returned to his 
work, re 

True greatness does not care to make 
one dash to fame, then loaf in its glory. 

The thing our great Commander wants 
us to be earnest about is doing our 
best, wherever the place of service. 
He will look after the reward. He is 
even more ambitious for us than our 
mothers are. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
Le é Street; Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its eppport wholly upon the. Lord 
through “them that are His.’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for i 


prayerful distribu- 
tion. 
calls 


Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's lance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday Schaol Times. 


~ The Two Levels 


Bn one is the lower; the other is 
the higher. The one is the life in 
the flesh; the other is the lifé in the 
Spirit. The one is self-centered; the 
other is God-centered. On which level 
are you? Which one prevails in your 
home? Will you-not ask yourself this 
question daily this week as you study 
the contfasts which are brought out 
in the readings? “Who shall deliver 
me” from this Romans 7 lower level 
to the Romans 8 higher level? “I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
For these are “the sons of God” who 
are “led by the. Spirit of God.” 


January 17 to 23 
Mon.—Matthew 20 : 20-28. 
Selfish Requests Refused. 
There is such a thing as prayer in the 
flesh as well as prayer in the Spirit. The 


former (as in v. 21) is always man- 
centeted and for man’s glory; the latter, 
God-céentered and _ for d’s glory. 


Paul’s exhortation to pray “in the Spirit” 
(Eph. 6:18) clearly implies a contrary 
possibility. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who dccepted Christ yesterday as per- 
sonal Saviour. Pray that no new-born 
soul may be neglected, but rather may 
be properly instructed and warned and 
encouraged. Pray for every evangelis- 
tic campaign, every evangelist, every per- 
sonal worker. 

Tues.—Luke 18: 9-14. Humble in Prayer. 


The fleshly pray-er is a flesh-flatterer ; 
the spiritual pray-er is a flesh-mortifier. 
“Two men went up” (v. 10), but only 
one went down in God’s sight and up 
in God’s estimation, and that man got 
what he prayed for. The other man 
on not pray, he merely extolled — him- 
seit. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for. your 
pastor, your church, your church offi- 


cers, your Sunday-school, your super- 
intendent, your teacher, your class, the 
home department, the Cradle Roll, ail 


the children and young people of your 


church and community, 
Wed.—Luke 14:7-11. Humble in Action. 

Stooping precedes standing. This is 
eminently true in the spiritual realm. 
Nevertheless any man who stoops, merely 
that he may stand, is not stooping at 
all in God’s sight. The motive is wrong. 
The right motive is God’s glory (1 Cor. 
10:31). . 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
public servant, from president down to 
the humblest local official. Pray for 
righteousness in high places. Pray for 
the members of Congress, and for every 
State legislature now in session. Pray 
ie all judges, and for every court offi 
cial. 


Thurs.—Philippians 2 : 1-11. 
A Generous 


“Look not every man [in self-glory] 
on his own things,” even when others 
point with praise to them. “How can 
ye believe, which receive honop one of 
another?” (John 5: 44.) It is Scriptural 
to give honor one to another (vs. 4 and 
5;,Rom. 12:10) ; but unscriptural to re- 
ceive it. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
mid-week prayer-meeting, and all other 
week-night meetings of your church. 
Pray for the boys-and girls again in 
school after the holidays, especially for 
those away from home. Pray for the 
schools which they are attending; espe- 
cially for their teachers and associates. 


Fri.—James 2:1-9. Sympathy for Others. 


The nearer like God we are the less a 
respecter of persons we are. The flesh 
makes artificial outward distinctions ; the 
Spirit discerneth the heart, judging right- 
eously. There is no leveler like the love 
of Christ. Read Proverbs 22:2, and 
with it Proverbs 21: 13. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
“classes,” rich and ety high and low, 
young and old, sick and well, honored 
and despised, employers and employed, 
oppressors and oppressed, educated and 
illiterate, happy and unhappy, saved and 
unsaved; Jews, Gentiles, and church of 
God, of every race and every clime, 
Sat.—James 1 : 19-27. 

Pure Religion and Service. 

The “engrafted word” saves the soul 
for both service and separation. The 
world’s “betterment work” combines fed- 
eration with visitation; Christ’s “better- 
ment work” combines separation with 
visitation. Their respective results: 
soiled “social service”; unspotted “social 
service.” . 


Prayer SuGcestTions: Pray for a new 
type of “social service,” growing out of 
inward regeneration rather than out of 
a Christless humanitarianism. Pray that 
more churches may abolish their pro- 
grams of entertainment and bazars and 
give themselves to the ministry of the 
spiritually and physically neglected. 
Sun.—Isaiah 53 : 4-12, 

Our Lord Humbled Himself. 

He came “not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister”; to bear the griefs and 
carry the sorrows of others; to lay down 
even his very life. How nearly are we 
“following his steps”? (1 Peter 2:21; 
4:12, 13.) Are we following for what 
we can get from him, or for what he 
can get from us? There’s a difference. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray-for the 
sorrowing, the bereaved, the unfortunate, 
the discouraged, the lonely, the heart- 
broken, the physically afflicted, the tem- 
porally distressed, the tempted and de- 
feated. “Rejoice with them that do re- 
joice, and weep with them that weep.” 


Victorious Life Hymns, edited by 
Charles M. Alexander, is the ideal 
book, not only for Victorious Life meet- 
ings, but in Young People’s Societies, 
church prayer-meetings, the Sunday- 
school, Sunday preaching services, evan- 
gelistic services, and for almost every 
form of Christian gathering. It may 
be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street. 
Philadelphia, at 60 cents a. copy, or $55 





a hundred. 


Regard for Others. | 
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The Young People’s 
-Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





January 30. Christian Endeavor: Accomplish- 
ments and Possibilities. Phil. 3 : 7-14. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

February 6. A Surrendered and Victorious 
Life. Cél. 2:1-7. (Decision Day.) 

February 13. Thy Kingdom Come. II. In My 
on Matt. 6: 7-15. (Consecration meet- 

g- 

February 20. New Work Our Committees 

May ‘Do. Rev. 3 : 7-13. 


Sunday, January 23 
Missionary Results in Asia 
(Isa. 52 : 7-15) 
(Foreign Missionary Meeting) 


Mon.—Christ for the World (John 3 : 16). 
There are few nations which have not pro- 
duced great national characters, great dip- 
lomats, great poets, great statesmen, but 
few of their minds or their deeds have 
taken in the whole sweep of a race. The 
Lord Jesus died outside of Jerusalem, but 
he died for the whole race. 

Tues.—The World for Christ (Phil. 2 : 5-11). 
Since the death of Christ for the world 
God will never be satisfied until every knee 
shall bow, and there shall be the confession 
of Christ the world around by every tongue, 
but his last commission was that we were 
to go to the uttermost part. May there 
be earnest prayer that God will call thou- 
sands of young men and women to obey 
this great commission, in this our genera- 
tion, 

Wed.—One Result — Paul (Acts 9 : 10-22). Paul 
was an especially prepared man, an espe- 
cially called man, and an especially sent 
man to get the Gospel to the Gentiles. 
Paul had a vision for the whole world. 

Thurs.—Results in Samaria (Acts 8 : 1-8). God 
scattered the early church that the fire 
might fall in all the regions roundabout 
till it became a flaming fire in Samaria, 
and was especially sent to a man going 
down to Egypt. TheSpirit is anxious to 
get this message to the whole world. 

Fri—A Missionary Church (Acts 13: 1-5). 
Out of five men gathered at Antioch wait- 
ing upon the Lord in prayer, God takes 
the chiefest two and sends them away to 
those who have not heard of him. Our 
method of preaching would be to keep Paul 
and Barnabas and make them ministers 
at Antioch, but the Spirit’s method was 
“ever onward, ever farther out,—the best 
to the regions beyond!” 

Sat.—A Church that Failed (Rev. 3: 1-13). 
How awful is the accusation against the 
churches on the lips of Christ, recorded 
in the Revelation, all because they have 
failed in this great missionary heart. 


HE Church has tried to Christian- 

ize the world, and has failed in her 
purpose. She has become part of the 
world in order to help the world. She 
has put herself on a level with the world 
and expects to lift the world. There 
is no such system called for in the Word 
of God. he -plan and program out- 
lined for the salvation of the world by 
Jesus Christ is the plan and program of 
evangelization. The commission was 
given to go from Jerusalem to Judea 
and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts 
of the earth, and preach the Gospel. 
His program for his followers is world 
evangelization, and the consummation of 
this evangelization is to be the return 
of the Lord from Glory to the Mount 
of Olives, to sit as King in Jerusalem, 
and through the Jewish nation—a re 
deemed and transformed people, a na- 
tion which has been born in a day— 
He is to Christianize the world. 

The task of the Church is, through 
evangelization to bring him back. In- 
stead of doing this she has undertaken 
to bring peace and the millennium with- 
out the Prince of Peace. Alexander 
Dowie made the mistake of going back 
and bringing up the law, resurrecting 
Moses, and making himself a Jewish 
rophet, then reaching forward and try- 
ing to build a city that would look like 
a city in the millennium; but he left out 
entirely what God planned for this, our 
day, which is the day of grace and the 
day of evangelization. The Church has 
spent her millions trying to reform men 
and to reform nations and to change cus- 
toms, only to fall back defeated. We 
know by her conduct that the world is 
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: ’ 
We pray that thou wilt enable us to learn 
the deep lessons of the ministry that thou 
dost expect thy followers to exercise toward 
others. Good servants we would be, and not 
lordly rulers. May we be eager to discover 
channels for the ministry*that has been com- 
mitted to-us, and in overflowing response 
to thy blessed will may we follow in thy 
footsteps of unceasing service to those about 
us. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Every playground 
tells the story. Start a game and a 
dozen fellows shout “I’m it!” There 
are always plenty of chaps who are 
ready to be captain of the team. There 
are girls who get awfully despondent 
if they are not chosen first in the games 
of the social, and there are even grown 
folks who sulk and look very glum 
if they are not given a place of promi- 
nence in whatever may be going on. 
Why? Well, there are many\ answers 
that you can think of. Why do people 
want to be prominent? Yes, some are 
selfish, some are over-ambitious, some 
really want to help in the hardest places. 
But those who know best are not crazy 
about promotion. They are willing to 
be captains, but they are not terribly put 
out if somebody else is. made captain. 
The fellow who wants to be first because 
he just can’t stand being beaten by any- 
of os is in a bad way. The fellow who 
is willing to be first in order to do all 
he can to help the team out, but who 
doesn’t pull any wires to get chosen and 
doesn’t sulk if he is not chosen, is likely 
to be the kind who would be useful in 
utting the right spirit into the team. 
Jesus never encouraged anybody to be 

rst because first place gave prominence, 
or a big position. The Lord of glory 
stooped to wash his disciples’ feet. Some 
who might like to lord it over others 
are not worthy to reach up and touch 
the feet of those whom they would like 
to rule. Living for others, not lording 
it over them, is the shining pathway 
that anne points out. Are you ready 
to follow? Let us pray. 





Lenest M* OTHERS 


WHICH ? 











we 
Lesson Hymhs and Psalms 


“Ride en, ride on in majesty.” 


“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 
‘I love thy Kingdom, Lord.” 

“Come, sound his praise abroad.” 
“Fight the good fight.” 


“We've a story to tell.” 
“Faith of our fathers.” 
“O Jesus, I have promised.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Beard of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 72: 1-20 (154 : 1-4). 
Psalm 112: 1-10 (224: 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 33-40 (240 : 1-4). 
Psalm 65 : 1-13 (137 : 1-3). 
Psalm jo: 1-12 (66 : 1-3). 





[ Department Helps. | 





For The Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Selfishness is 
displeasing to Jesus. 

Before the te ppg school some 
small boys hurried to a vacant lot. Tom 
said, Let’s play ball and I’ll be: the bat- 
ter.- Gerald called out, Oh, you always 
want to be it. Can’t you let somebod 
else choose? What was the matter wit 
Tom? 

The little girls started to play, and 
Elsie said, Let’s play house, and Ill 
be mother. How did that sound to the 
ether girls? They would have felt bet- 
ter if Elsie had said, Shall we play 
house? Who'll be mother? I. seems 
hard for many children to give others 
a chance. Sometimes grown people act 
the same way. 

Review.—When the mothers brought 
their children to tnd Jesus, some of 
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his disciples didn’t want them to have 
a chance to get near him. Such selfish- 
ness displeased Jesus, who saw and 
heard and said, Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me. (Recall last 
week’s lesson.) 

Lesson Story—Two of Jesus’ twelve 
disciples were James and John, brothers 
who were fishermen, Repeat, 

“Peter and Andrew, James and Jolin, 

Fishermen of Capernaum.” 


They were good friends and helpers 
and Jesus loved them all. One day the 
mother of James and John came with 
her sons to Jesus to ask a favor. Jesus 
said, What do you want? She said, 
I want you to promise that my two 
sons may sit, one on your right hand 
and the other on your left in your king- 
dom. They must have forgotten what 
ge: told them, that other day, when 
is disciples asked, Who shall be great- 
est in your kingdom? (Recall the les- 
son of January 2.)- 

Jesus answered the mother, You do 
not know what you ask, There will 
be hard things for those who love me 
to do. Then he said to James and John, 
Are you able to de them? They said, 
We are able. Jesus said, Some of 
these things you shall do, but to sit on 
my right hand and on my left is not 
mine to give, but for those. for whom 
~~ Heavenly Father has prepared. Such 
selfishness displeased Jesus. ° 

When the other ten disciples heard 
about the selfish request of Tesnbe and 
John, they felt angry, eo Jesus said to 
them, Among you, my disciples, who- 
ever wants to be greatest will serve 
the others. Whoever will be chief let 
him be your servant. 
be ministered unto, but to serve others, 
and to give my life for many. Sing, 
“Love one another, thus saith the Saviour. 

Children, obey the Father’s blest command.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 

Iowa, 35 cts., postpaid.) 


Jesus told this story to his disciples, 
A man hired other men to work. To 
each one he said, Whatsoever is right, 
I will give you. When evening came 
he paid each man a penny. Some had 
worked. longer than the others, so they 
found fault, because all were paid alike. 
The man said, Friends, I do you no 
wrong. Didn’t you agree with me for 
a penny? Take your money and go 
your way. 


I came not to 





Illustrative Stories for Selection. — lf 
there are five brothers and sisters in a 
family, which one will father and mother 
love most? Suppose the oldest boy 
should say, I’m past ten years old. Be- 
cause I’ve been in the family so much 
longer than my baby brother, who is 
only six months old, father and mother 
ought to love me most, and ‘do the most 
for me. Would that right? Father 
and mother would be greatly displeased 
with such selfishness. Because baby 
brother is helpless, he cannot walk_nor 
talk, they really have to do more for 
him, but they truly love all the children 
the same. 

_Edith and Dorothy were standing be- 
side Aunt Mary when Edith whispered, 
Don’t you like me better than Dorothy? 
They were little girls, only four and 
five years old, so Aunt Mary lifted one 
to each knee and told a Story. They 
soon felt that she loved them both the 
same, 

One day, in Sunday-school, Richard 
said to his teacher, I love you most of 
all, so I’m going to sit next to you every 
Sunday. The teacher said, If you love 
me so much, you may ‘sit clear across 
our class circle, where I can see you, 
and your love will reach all the way 
to me. Richard didn’t like that plan at 
first, but he did it. Aftet Sunday-school 
the teacher told him how proud she 
felt because he let another child have 
the seat that he wanted. * 

Closing Prayer: 

“Help us to do the things we should, 

To be to others kind and good 
In all we do, at work or play, 
To grow more loving every day.” 


Peorta, Itt. 


‘ 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. 8: H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Ambition to have or to do? 
2. “Able” to be and to bear? 








g. Our Master’s example and teaching. 





LL young people hold ambitions in 
their hearts, recognized or not, well 
or ill-defined, worthy or unworthy. None 
of them expect, much less want, their 
lives to go on just as they are, or end 
before anything “happens” to them. If 


The Lesson Cartoon” for This Week 








“A stone of stumbling, 
arock of offence? , 
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this were not universally true the race 
would make no progress, nothing would 
have “happened” as the generations have 
one by. As in so many other cases 
anger lies in these strongest tendencies 
of the young heart unless their strength 
is directed by the One, himself a young 
man, whose words of divine wisdom on 
this subject we are to study to-day. Re- 
mind your girls of his youth: he under- 
stood these ambitious young disciples 
of his; he as. fully understands our 
young girls. To him they need never 
say, with that wistful distress we all 
so often observe when trying to help 
them, “But you don’t understand” —a 
sentence usually without conclusion, for 
indeed they “don’t understand” them- 
selves. How blessed to assure them that 
he does! (1) 


1. Ask for a frank discussion as to 
whether your girls desire most for them- 
selves to get or to have something, or to 
be and do something. They will promptly 
detect the selfishness of the first ambi- 
tion unless it is simply a means to the 
end of being and doing something worth 
while. Even the ambition to get an edu- 
cation may be a purely selfish one, both 
in process and in consummation, unless 
through and above it is held the desire 
to be prepared to do sométhing. Even 
the training of God-given talents, the 
cultivation of any ability, or of any taste, 
is open to this danger, a danger which 
Christian teachers should constantly feel 
for in their young people. (2) 

Now look for a while at these two 
young men whose mother came asking 
ambitious things for them. A mother 
ambitious for her sons; what a fine and 
natural sight, we think, but what did he 
think? He knew that “Mrs. Zebedee” 
was little thinking of what her sons 
could do (for others, or for the king- 
dom) in their coveted places of power, 
but rather of her glory and theirs in 
holding those places, of what they would 
get and have thereby. And he answered 
this mother,as he will answer our girls 
if they bring their ambitious desires to 
him for his testing, by a question that 
goes straight to the heart of the mat- 
ter: “Are ye able to drink the cup that 
I am about to drink?” (3) 


2. To understand what he meant by 
this we must look back a few verses 
to his revelation of his coming suffer- 
ing and death, made to the twelve just 
previous to this scene, on the way up to 
Jerusalem (Matt. 20: 17-19). e says 
then, “Would you share my kingdom’s 
power and glory? Have you so soon 
forgotten how my kingdom 1s to be won? 
Can you bear the suffering I must bear, 
meet the experiences that [ am to meet, 
really share my kingdom with me?” Is 
one of your girls eager for some great 
position of high service? Is she ready, 
or even thinking of getting ready, to 
be what such a service calls for? Is 
she thinking of what such a service will 
cost her — not in money but in life? (4) 

Perhaps like James and John and 
their mother she will answer quickly, 
“T am able.” How little we know our- 
selves! Jesus’ answer to that was clear: 
“The experience you so confidently as~- 
sert your ability to bear will be yours; 
as my followers, my cup indeed ye shall 
drink; but the places you seek in which 
the experiences will come are not mine 
to give, they are of the Father’s appoint- 
ing.” That we should bear and be and 
even dare in his service, but in the place 
of his choosing, is the Father’s will for 
his own. (5) 


3. And to make such following of 
his will sweet to us, the young King im- 
mediately went on to show those two 
— men that it was even so with 

imself, the Lord of the kingdom. For, 
he said, “I am in the midst of you as 
he that serveth . . . the 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister”; not the place of a king but 
the manner: of life of a servant was 
his Father’s choice for him. And he said, 
“Not my will, but thine, be done,” when 
the place his Father chose for him was 
as bitter as death, nay, was a bitter 
death itself, and to the end his manner 
ef life was “ministering.” (6) 

Remind the girls of that last scene. in 
John’s Gospel, when the triumphant 
King, in his resurrection power, was 
still ‘ministering with his own hands. to 
the little, physical needs of James and 


Son of Man ~- 
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Lesson for January 23” 
Matthew 20 : 17-28 


John and the rest, on the lake- 
side at dawn. Did they then remember 
this earlier scene and ir own self- 


seeking and his answer? Shall our am- 
bitions be for place, or for his way of 
— the place the Father chooses for 
us ~ 
Home Study 
Memorize Isaiah 53: 4-12. 
Decatur, Ga, 
: we 
Say, Fellows — 


Wade C.. Smith’s Boys’ Class . 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Mother’s prayers. 
Discussion: Suppose Jesus had said: 

“Yes, Mrs. Zebedee, your son’ shall have 

those two most prominent seats in 

heaven.” What would probably have 
been the effect upon James and John? 

What effect ever afterward upon the 

other disciples? Would it not have 

made an awkward situation? What ef- 
fect upon the Church? 

Objective: Let us concern ourselves 
with doing God’s will; he will see to the 
proper reward. ~ 
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AY, fellows, if I should make up 
an unusually good story about you, 
some noble thing you did, or some kind 


-and generous act, to whom should I 


tell it, to be sure -it would be believed? 
Yes, I see you know of whom I am 
thinking — your mother. I might tell 
your brother and sister, and they would 
say: “Phew! are you sure it was Dick?” 


I might tell your employer, and his} 


eyes would roam around over the ob- 
jects on his desk; or your teacher, and 
he would. look at the sky and say: 
“Think it will rain?” I might tell your 
father, and he would-be grateful — but 
surprised! But let me tell your mother! 
There I would find one who is ready to 
believe: anything’good I would say about 


ou. 

* I telt-you; fellows, a mother is'a won- 
derful gift to a boy,°’for her prayers 
alone. Long before you learned to say, 
“Now I lay me down to sleep,” she 
was praying that you would .be a.great 
and good man some day. Those prayers 
of mothers have kept many a boy from 
going wrong. One night in a great city 
where I had gone to find-work I had 
fallen in with some young fellows who 
“knew the ropes,” and being far from 
home and lonesome I was glad to ac- 
cept their companionship. They invited 
me to join them in an “evening lark” 
to which no loyal Christian would lend 
himself, and hace { was a nominal 
Christian I was tempted sorely. I re- 
arded myself as “my own man,” having 
just turned twenty-one. 

But just as I wavered between right 
and wrong, my mother’s face flashed be- 
fore me. It was-only for an instant, 
but it was enough. I heard her voice, 
heard it in prayer. That night a thou- 
sand miles away she was praying for 
me, and saved me from what might 
have been a fatal step. I firmly be- 
lieve, fellows, but for my mother’s 
prayers that night and many nights, be- 
fore and since, I should not now be en- 
joying the peretiogs of talking about the 
great things of life and the Kingdom 
to you boys from: Sunday to Sane. ‘in 
the columns of this far-reaching Sun- 
day-school paper, going as it does to the 
boys and girls in practically every cor- 
ner of the world. 

Treasure that dear mother, if you have 
one, fellows; she.is God’s peculiar gift. 

Well, James and John had such a 
mother, and she did the most natural 
and =nery kind of a thing. She 
wanted her boys to go away up high; 
they must even stand in the highest 
places, on the right and left hand of 
the King in his glory. Like all mothers, 
she was ambitious for her boys. 

Then Jesus in his wonderful way ex- 
plained that the road to true greatness 
was not that which the world was fol- 
lowing, iri which those in power and au- 
thority were overbearing masters to their 
inferiors; but it is a path of service to 
mankind, a path already blazed by him- 
self. Last night in the local evening 
paper I saw these headlines: CuHatrta- 
nooca Docror AtTAtIns EMINENCE. The 
article stated that a very remarkable 
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invention for the removal of Siecle par- 
ticles from the lungs or bronchial tubes, 
such as might be accidentally swallowed, 
had been successfully demonstrated be- 
fore a national m , and had 
been written up in the American Medi- 
cal Journal; it was said that the discov- 
ery had brought great honor to the doc- 
tor in the world of medicine. 

That was the recognition, but what 
had preceded? Days and nights at bed- 
sides of suffering; days and nights in 
the laboratory ; days and nights of study 
to relieve pain; hours of weariness un- 
known to the world, but borne.on by the 
thought of doing a service to humanity. 
And do you suppose the final publicity 
is what rewards this doctor? Hardly. 
A reporter on his local city paper sought 
an interview, after the far-away medi- 
cal journal had published the first news, 
but .the doctor, in his service overalls 
in the midst of treating his patients, 
declined the interview, saying it would 
involve a technical description which 
the general public would hardly be in- 
terested in. Then it was Morn- 
ing,” and the doctor returned to his 
work, By 

True greatness does not care to make 
one dash to fame, then loaf in its glory. 

The thing our great Commander wants 
us to be earnest about is doing our 
best, wherever the place of service. 
He will look after the reward. He is 
even more ambitious for us than our 
mothers are. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 





For Family Worship 


_ By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School ns, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La é Street; Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 


pendent for its support wholly upon the. Lord 
through “ 


u them that are His."’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's ance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday Schaol Times. 


~ The Two Levels 


Don one is the lower; the other is 
the higher. The one is the life in 
the flesh; the other is the lifé in the 
Spirit. The one is self-centered; the 
other is God-centered. On which level 
are you? Which one prevails in your 
home? Will you-not ask yourself this 
question daily this week as you study 
the conffasts which are brought out 
in the readings? “Who shall deliver 
me” from this Romans 7 lower level 
to the Romans 8 higher level? “I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
For these are “the sons of God” who 
are “led by the. Spirit of God.” 


January 17 to 23 
Mon.—Matthew 20 : 20-28. 
Selfish Requests Refused. 

There is such a thing as prayer in the 
flesh as well as prayer in the Spirit. The 
former (as in v. 21) is always man- 
centeted and for man’s glory; the latter, 
God-céntered and _ for d’s_ glory. 
Paul’s exhortation to pray “in the Spirit” 
(Eph. 6:18) clearly implies a contrary 
possibility. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who dccepted Christ’ yesterday as per- 
sonal Saviour. Pray that no new-born 
soul may be neglected, but rather may 
be properly instructed and warned and 
encouraged. Pray for every evangélis- 
tic campaign, every evangelist, every per- 
sonal worker. 

Tues.—Luke 18: 9-14. Humble in Prayer. 


The fleshly pray-er is a flesh-flatterer ; 
the spiritual pray-er is a flesh-mortifier. 
“Two men went up” (v. 10), but only 
one went down in God’s sight and up 
in God’s estimation, and that man got 
what he prayed for. The other man 
or not pray, he merely extolied — him- 
self. 


‘Prayer Succestions: Pray for. your 
pastor, your church, your church offi- 





cers, your Sunday-school, your super- 
intendent, your teacher, your class, the 
home department, the Cradle Roll, all 
the children and young people cf your 
church and community, 


Wed.—Luke 14: 7-11. Humble in Action. 


Stooping precedes standing. This is 
eminently true in the spiritual realm. 
Nevertheless any man who stoops, merely 
that he may stand, is not stooping at 
all in God’s sight. | motive is wrong. 
The right motive is God’s glory (1 Cor. 
10:31). - 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
public servant, from president down to 
the humblest local official. Pray for 
righteousness in high places. Pray for 
the members of Congress, and for every 
State legislature now in session. Pray 
i all judges, and for every court offi- 
cial, 


Thurs.—Philippians 2:1-11. _ 
A Generous 


Regard for Others. | 


“Look not every man [in self-glory] 
on his own things,” even when others 
point with praise to them. “How can 
ye believe, which receive honop one of 
another?” (John 5: 44.) . It is Scriptural 
to ee honor one to another (vs. 4 and 
5; Rom. 12:10); btit unscriptural to re- 
ceive it. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 


Pray for .the 
mid-week meetings of 


and all other 
weck-night meetings of your church, 
Pray for the boys-and girls again in 
school after the holidays, especially for 
those away from home. Pray for the 
schools which they are attending; espe- 
cially for their teachers and associates. 


Fri.—James 2:1-9. Sympathy for Others. 


The nearer like God we are the less a 
respecter of persons we are. The flesh 
makes artificial outward distinctions ; the 
Spirit discerneth the heart, judging right- 
eously. There is no leveler like the love 
of Christ. Read Proverbs 22:2, and 
with it Proverbs 21: 13. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
“classes,” rich and port, high and low, 
young and old, sick and. well, honored 
and despised, employers and employed, 
oppressors and oppressed, educated and 
illiterate, happy and unhappy, saved and 
unsaved; Jews, Gentiles, and church of 
God, of every race and every clime, 
Sat.—James 1 : 19-27. 

Pure Religion and Service. 

The “engrafted word” saves the soul 
for both service and separation. The 
world’s “betterment work” combines fed- 
eration with visitation; Christ’s “better- 
ment work” combines separation with 


visitation. Their respective results: 
soiled “social service”; unspotted “social 
service.” ; 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for a new 
type of “social service,” growing out of 
inward regeneration rather than out of 
a Christless humanitarianism. Pray that 
more churches may abolish their pro- 
grams of entertainment and bazars and 
give themselves to the ministry of the 
spiritually and physically neglected. 
Sun.—Isaiah 53 : 4-12. 

Our Lord Humbled Himself. 

He came “not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister”; to bear the griefs and 
carry the sorrows of others; to lay down 
even his very life. How nearly are we 
“following his steps”? (1 Peter 2:21; 
4:12, 13.) Are we following for what 


we can get from him, or for what he 
can get from us? There’s a difference. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray-for the 


sorrowing, the bereaved, the unfortunate, 
the discouraged, the lonely, the heart- 
broken, the physically afflicted, the tem- 
porally distressed, the tempted and de- 
Seated. “Rejoice with them that do re- 
joice, and weep with them that weep.” 


Victorious Life Hymns, edited by 
Charles M. Alexander, is the ideal 
book, not only for Victorious Life meet- 
ings, but in Young People’s Societies, 
church prayer-meetings, the Sunday- 
school, Sunday preaching services, evan- 
gelistic services, and for almost every 
form of Christian gathering. It may 
be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street. 
Philadelphia, at 60 cents a. copy, or $55 
a hundred. 
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The Young People’s 
-Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





January 30. Christian Endeavor: Accomplish- 
ments and Possibilities. Phil. 3 : 7-14. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

February 6. A Surrendered and Victorious 
ife. Cél. 2:1-7. (Decision Day.) 
February 13. Thy Kingdom Come. II. In My 
Home. Matt. 6: 7-15. (Consecration meet- 

ing.) 

February 20. New Work Our Committees 
May Do. Rev. 3 : 7-13. 


Sunday, January 23 
Missionary Results in Asia 
(Iisa. 52 : 7-15) 
(Foreign Missionary Meeting) 


Mon.—Christ for the World (John 3: 16). 
There are few nations which have not pro- 
duced great national characters, great dip- 
lomats, great poets, great statesmen, but 
few of their minds or their deeds have 
taken in the whole sweep of a race. The 
Lord Jesus died outside of Jerusalem, but 
he died for the whole race. 

Tues.—The World for Christ (Phil. 2: 5-11). 
Since the death of Christ for the world 
God will never be satisfied until every knee 
shall bow, and thére shall be the confession 
of Christ the world around by every tongue, 
but his last commission was that we were 
to go to the uttermost part. May there 
be earnest prayer that God will call thou- 
‘sands of young men and women to obey 
this great commission, in this our genera- 
tion, 

Wed.—One Result — Paul (Acts ¢ : 10-22). Paul 
was an especially prepared man, an espe- 
cially called man, and an especially sent 
man to get the Gospel to the Gentiles. 
Paul had a vision for the whole world. 

Thurs.—Results in Samaria (Acts 8 : 1-8). God 
scattered the early church that the fire 
might fall in all the regions roundabout 
till it became a flaming fire in Samaria, 
and was especially sent to a man going 
down to Egypt. The Spirit is anxious to 
get this message to the whole world. 

Fri—A Missionary Church (Acts 13: 1-5). 
Out of five men gathered at Antioch wait- 
ing upon the Lord in prayer, God takes 
the chiefest two and sends them away to 
those who have not heard of him. Our 
method of preaching would be to keep Paul 
and Barnabas and make them ministers 
at Antioch, but the Spirit’s method was 
“ever onward, ever farther out,—the best 
to the regions beyond!” 

Sat.—A Church that Failed (Rev. 3 : 1-13). 
How awful is the accusation against the 
churches on the lips of Christ, recorded 
in the Revelation, all because they have 
failed in this great missionary heart. 


HE Church has tried to Christian- 

ize the world, and has failed in her 
purpose. She has become part of the 
world in order to help the world. She 
has put herself on a level with the world 
and expects to lift the world. There 
is no such system called for in the Word 
of God. The-plan and program out- 
lined for the salvation of the world by 
Jesus Christ is the plan and program of 
evangelization. * The commission was 
given to go from Jerusalem to Judea 
and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts 
of the earth, and preach the Gospel. 
His program for his followers is world 
evangelization, and the consummation of 
this evangelization is to be the return 
of the Lord from Glory to the Mount 
of Olives, to sit as King in Jerusalem, 
and through the Jewish nation—a re 
deemed and transformed people, a na- 
tion which has been born in a day— 
He is to Christianize the world. 

The task of the Church is, through 
evangelization to bring him back. In- 
stead of doing this she has undertaken 
to bring peace and the millennium with- 
cut the Prince of Peace. Alexander 
Dowie made the mistake of going back 
and bringing up the law, resurrecting 
Moses, and making himself a Jewish 
rophet, then reaching forward and try- 
ing to build a city that would look like 
a city in the millennium; but he left out 
entirely what God planned for this, our 
day, which is the day of grace and the 
day of evangelization. The Church has 
spent her millions trying to reform men 
and to reform nations and to change cus- 
toms, only to fall back defeated. We 
know by her conduct that the world is 
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The Best of Companions 
for Winter Evenings 


are The Sunday School Times books—every one of them 
published because it has been found to answer a real need. 


Clear guidance in these tangled times : 
is found in the coniforting new book, ‘‘ When the Days Seem Dark,’’ by Philip 
E. Howard, Publisher of The Sunday School Times. In these days of stress, 
not only the afflicted, discouraged, or distressed need comfort and encourage- 
ment, but everybody feels the need of light and direction. This book gives 
it — convincingly. $1.25. 


About the things they are “‘up against’’ 


is a good description of “ Boy-Talks,” another new book by Mr. Howard. 
‘They are just the sort of straight little talks that a man can have with the boys 
he knows best, intimate talks coming right from the heart of one who still re- 
members when he was a boy. Pastors, Sunday-school teachers, or other 
speakers will find them useful in preparing talks for boys—but the boys 
themselves will thoroughly enjoy reading them, too! $1.50. 


When the little girl prayed at George Muller’s knee 


she learned the meaning of real prayer and real faith, and straightway en- 
tered into a life of marvelous adventure—such as may be ours if we ‘‘ pray 
through.’’ And there is always sure to be a happy ending, as is shown in 
the five (true) stories of ‘* Adventuring with Sister Abigail.’’ Ornamental 
boards, 6@ cents; paper, 25 cents. 














For those who like biography 


a most interesting volume is “ The Life Story of Henry Clay Trumbull,”’ ex- 
plorer, missionary, army chaplain, author, former Editor, and father of the 
present Editor of The Sunday School Times. To read the life of this man of 
mastertul personality, and childlike faith, and eventful-life, will indeed be an 
inspiration to any young man. A refreshing, enjoyable volume that may 
make a life! De Luxe edition, 525 pages, $2.50. 


Stories about two hundred iene 


with the life of Ira D. Sankey, Moody’s intimate associate and musical 
partner, as told by himself, is another stirring volume, readable—and tellable. 
A hymn means more when one knows the ‘‘ inside story,’’ and it is often a 
graphic, even a startling one. 410 pages. $2, 


Evenings with a great Bible teacher 


Consecrated Bible study will drive away spiritual confusion. Evangelists 
and pastors testify to the spiritual discernment in Mr. Chafer’s writings. ‘‘] 
use it constantly,’’ says Melvin E. Trotter, the rescue mission man, about 
** Salvation.”’ ‘‘ Thoroughly Biblical and exhaustive,’’ says W. Irving Car- 
roll, D.D., about “‘Satan.”” ‘‘ The present drift of the world and of the 
church seems to me a tremendous confirmation of the truth so well set 
forth in this brief volume,’’ says Henry C. Mabie, D.D., about “* The King- 
dom in History and Prophecy. *” «* Best thing to the square inch ever written,’’ 
says a Boston business man, about ‘True Evange lism.” ‘“‘T thank God 
for this book,’’ says Paul Rader, about ‘‘ He Thet is Spiritual,’ and the 
Editor of The Sunday School Times counts it ‘‘ the fullest and most satisfac- 
tory Scriptural study of the Victorious Life’’ that he knows. $] each ; 


$5 a set. 
Last—but not least—Dr. Smeliie’s books 


‘* Whether on the platform, in the pulpit, or with the pen, Dr. Smellie has 
the rare gift of touching the heart.’’ ‘‘There is no attempt to expound a 
theology, but simply to record an experience.’’ But the experience grips ! 
For the quiet devotional reading of the Sabbath, one will find real counsel 
and company especially in his three books, ‘* Out of the Desert, a Gift,”’ 
“The Well by the Way,” and “‘ Service and Inspiration.” $1.25 cach; $3.25, 


special price for the set. 














A GROWINE Library of Good Books 
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The Young People’s 
‘ Prayer-Meeting — 
( Continued from the preceding page) 


cut to the heart in weakness, by the com- 
promise. 

Paul took up‘ the Bees of ‘Christ and 
carried -it forward throughout his life- 
time. God is calling for a new and last- 
ing-move in our day. New mission 
boards are springing up all around with 
the sole purpose of speedil car 
Gospel to the heathen. ‘ This is ie work 
that will choy the Lord himself back.’ 
We do believe in the alleviation of hu- 
man: suffering; we do believe in 
did philanthropy in the cause ‘of alleviat- 
ing uman* suffering; but the only Y pot | 
sible cure would be the’ bringing 
of the Lord Jesus to carry “his ‘message 
to the last tribe, to obey “his last ‘comi- 
mission. Bringimg back the Lord Jesus | 4, 
would put an end to human suffe 
Children would then be ‘seen playing in 
the streets, and holiness would be on 
the bells of the horses; the lion and the 
lamb would lie down together, and pence 
would come with this Prince of 
Oh, for an army of young men. PH cm 
men to go to the regions beyond, and 
thus bring back the King! 


What progress is seen in China?— 
Within a Pag srd of a century the doors, 
pees tight 7 om, & have not only opened, 

but have aken off their hinges. 
The whole of China, with the exception 
of Tibet, has been opened to the Gos- 

1, and millions are anxious to hear it. 

our hundred million people await the 
good news, 


What is India’s attitude to Christ to- 
day as compared with her attitude of 
fifty years ago?—The same can be said 
of India as of China; the doors are 
opened, millions are crying for “the bread 
of life,” great regions stretch and cry 
that only have heard the name of Jesus. 
Maybe some young person who studies 


this lesson will say, “Here am I, Lord, 
send me.” 
How can we help to advance mis- 


sions ?—First, by a vision of God’s plan 
and program for the evangelization of 
the world; next, by the death of our 
self-life and by wholly giving ourselves 
to this program, in life, in money, in 
intercession. 


Moopy CuurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO. 
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The Hair Band 
By Wilhelmina Mampe Phillips 


‘THe Smilebringer had been busye all 
morning, cleaning the brasses in the 
Big Doctor’s house. The Memsahiba who 
had been away for a month on important 
work was coming back that evening, 
and Preeya wanted everything ‘in_ the 
little house to be bright and smiling. 
She had just polished up the last piece 
—a great brass bowl. It shone like 
a mirror. It was too bad that Preeya 
happened to catch a glimpse of herself 
in its shining surface, for it sobered 
up her happy face quite suddenly. 

She was thinking of the day, about 
two months ago, when the Big Doctor 
had asked the girls in the Mission School 
to help him to get supplies for the chil- 
dren’s ward. He had talked so earnestly 
that Preeya had gone into the town and 
sold her hair to the dealer for ene 
rupee. You can imagine how happy she 
was to be able to give a whole rupee 
to the hospital babies. 

There were times when Preeya was 
very much of a little girl and not much 
of an angel, when she missed her hair 
and mourned its loss. Just now as ehe 
looked at her shorn head in the gleam- 
ing bowl she wailed, “Oh, dear, how 
very ugly I Jook!” Her lip trembled 
and two tears came out and sat so near 
the edges of her brown eyes that they 
were in danger of tumbling eff. But 
before they could do that, Preeya be- 
gan to scold herself. “Here! none of 
that,” she said, “you gave your hair 
to the Lord Isa’s work and you're 
glad!” Of course, after that;.the tears 
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slid back to their. pices ashamed and 
little girl herself went to her next 


i the Memsahiba comes home to- 


night,” .Preeya was thinking, “they will 
-have a party with tea an ’ rice cakes. 
Then: they. will hang warhnds around 
her to show. their lo I am to 


counts the garlands; and 1 want them to 
rettier than ever.” ns atts to work, 
in a short time B. had finished a 
so beautiful that.I wish I could 
Se ti to the Bowe Of course she had 
er. 


& 


ae 


| the de a tamarind tree 
had Fai te with red 


garlands a olaket eee 
peeve: “she Sill think: them more beau- 
tiful than necklaces of pearls.” 
her work was finished, Preeya’s 
thoughts were not for the pretty things 
she had made; she was thinking 
Ws herself “How dreadful I look,” she 
said, “my hair-is beginning to get longer. 
Soon it will. be long enough to han 
down over my a ag I shall be suc 
a fright. only I had something to 
put around my hair. How I should like 
to have a silver band, such as the caste 
ladies wear !” 

“Like this?” 

Preeya sprang to her feet at the ques- 
tion, A Mohammedan lady, richly dressed 
in silken ey ty b ouse, had come 
softly down the slope. 

“Like this?” she repeated, pointing 
to the glistening band that held her hair 
in place. 

“Yes, oh, yes,” 
girl. 

“Let me see how you look in it. Ah!” 
when Preeya had hastily fastened the 
band. “Now. you do look better. Would 
you care to own it?” 

“Would I? But such a thing isn’t 
for me —” began Preeya. 

“You're wrong,” broke in the lady. 
“Listen. Next week is our boy’s birth- 


stammered the little 
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imsertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday Scheol Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 

2. 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ copies less than five, $2 each, 
per eopy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In gen cen od of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional i is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
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as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If im a club, 
please give name and address ef your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One eopy, one year, $2, amd so cents ad- 
ditional for postage. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct from 
Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. Downie 
can also supply the other publications ef The 
Sunday School Times Company. 

The paper is net sent te any subscriber 
uenecel the time paid fer, except by spe- 
cial request. 
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Lesson for January 23 
Matthew 20: 17-2 


day —little Ali, he is the sun of his 
father’s life and. of mine. I want just 
such garlands as these you are ma . 
If ape will bring me six of these, 
shall give you the circlet.” 

With shining eyes, Preeya agreed. 
All the next week, the Smilebringer 


dreamed of the precious band. “It will 
make me pretty,” she confided to the 


Big Doctor. 
“You need onl 





to smile,” he teased, 
“to look pretty. But, Smilebringer dear, 
if you want band so much, you just 
go ahead and earn it.” 

So Preeya made the gatlands. She 
showed them to the Big Doctor. “They 
are beautiful,” he said. “Before you 
take them away I wish you’d show them 
to our newest patient. e was brought 
in last my fe a broken ankle) It’s 
hurting him badly.” 

But Preeya was off before the doctor 
could finish. She stood beside the sick 
lad with her sunny smile. “See, Eye’s 
Jewel,” she crooned, “let me place these 
about your neck. Let’s make believe 
it’s your birthday —” 

Then the boy smiled, answering to 
her smile. “Oh,” he beaged,, “you stay. 
and let me keep the garlands. I crie 
all night. My ankle hurt me. If you 
stay, I shall not think so much of the 
pain.” 
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The th t shot through Preeya’s 
heat, “If stay the garlands will 
wither. There will be no band for my 
hair—” Then she looked at the e 
where so lately tears had glistened. She 
saw es nue, be t. we smiles, “I'll 
6tay,” she sai ll sta 

Several hours later the Big octor 
came into the room with the boy’s 
mother. They found the lad sleeping, 
the garlands withering about his nec 
“— sat beside him, holding his hand. 

“My boy has: his birthday garlands 
after all,” a voice was saying. — 

Preeya looked up into the face of 
the Mohammedan lady who had ordered 
the garlands, . 

“The Doctor. Sahib told me all about 
your unselfishness. You didn’t know 
that this hurt boy belonged to me. You 
gave your garlands to make a suffering 

ppy.” 

Ali’s mother leaned forward to fasten 
the circlet about Preeya’s head. 

“You have won the band, but you 
have won me also. You have made me 
want to learn about your Isa who can 
make little girls willing to give up their 
pretty things for his sake.” 

The Big Doctor laid his arm about 
Preeya. “Two things make you beau- 
tiful to me now,” he said fondly, “your 
smile and the hair band.” 
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An intimate glimpse, given every few weeks, of the most notable of the new British 
books in religious fields, as seen by David M. M'Intyre, Senior Minister of Finnieston 
United Free Church, and Principal of the Bible Training Institute, Glasgow, Scotland. 


Dr. Denney’s Steel-Edge 
Criticisms 
This article reviews “Letters of 
Principal James Denney to W. Rob- 


ertson Nicoll, 1893-1917 (Hodder and 
Stoughton, London, 7s 6d, net). 


AMES DENNEY was greatly beloved 

for the truth that was in him, and 

for the tenderly sympathetic soul that 
hid behind a somewhat austere manner. 
One might not, one could not, agree with 
everything he said, but no man in Scot- 
land failed to honor him. Nor did he 
fail to honor any: nothing that was 
not magnanimous could find a place in 
his thoughts. 

Principal Denney had a remorselessly 
logical mind, and his criticisms were 
edged like steel. But two considerations 
may qualify the obiter dicta which are 
the chief interest of this volume. In 
the first place, in these “Letters”. criti- 
cal estimates of men and things are 
flung about with the irresponsible free- 
dom which is permissible in private in- 
tercourse. Although there is always rea- 
son in his raillery one feels that he oc- 
casionally writes with a humorous ex- 
aggeration, and so perhaps expresses 
than in a calm, reflective mood 
And 
in the second place, one has to remem- 
ber the concentration of his view at any 
moment. Whatever did not accord with 
that which he saw at the moment he 
was apt to brush aside for the time be- 
ing as an irrelevance, although it might 
bé the star-herald of a truth as mighty 
as that which for the time held captive 
his powerful intellect. 

Here are some of the sparks from his 
anvil, Dr. B. Bacon is “a wild 
man in a monoplane.” Deissmazn is “a 
man whose airs (and reputation) im- 
mensely exceed his merits.” Dr. J. M. 
Wilson is one of those “who have never 
discovered what the atonement is about.” 
“The Cambridge History is a terrible 
book. It is like being shown through 
the Co-operative Stores. There is every- 
thing in it you want, and everything 
you don’t want, and an impression from 
which you cannot get away that the 
whole thing comes short somehow of 
being first class.” Of a large book by 
a famous scholar he asserts that the au- 





thor has “baked a huge cake with very 
little meal.” At another time he writes: 
“Most. of pe: recent books are_half- 
cracked.” rd Haldane “read the signs 
of the times in a Hegelian dialect of 
incredible abstractness which left most 
of his hearers in dumb bewilderment.” 
Of one of the books of a colleague he 
says: “It is rather like the extempore 
speech of a well-equipped Parliamentary 
candidate who interrupts every sentence 
to give a slap—often an effective and 
resounding one — to some audacious per- 
son who has interrupted him.” An- 
other book is “rather a remarkable one 
in its way, but its volubility is incon- 
ceivable.” 

Of Sir J. G. Frazer’s “Spirits of the 
Corn and the Wild,” he writes: “I don’t 
like either the mentat or the spiritual 
quality df them [the ‘Golden Bough’ 
Sovlest any better as he goes on, and 
I should like to see them reviewed by 
a Christian Voltaire, if one could im- 
agine such a combination. The way. in 
which the haziest and most precarious 
hypothesis unconsciously turns into fact, 
and in which the highest things are in- 
sulted, not by being traced to their roots 
in things lower, but identified with the 
lowest to which they seem to present 
even faint or remote analogies, is be- 
yond belief, unless one reads the book 
through.” Harnack and Loisy “are both 
anxious to run a very big concern on 
a quite inadequate capital.” 

Mrs. Denney died swiftly after a sud- 
den seizure, in January, 1908. Dr. Den- 
ney replied to a letter of sympathy sent 
by Sir William Robertson Nicoll. It is 
almost too tender to quote; but we 

ive a sentence or two: “We did not 

now she was dying, and said no good- 
bye. Yet the last word I had said to 
her was adieu, and she waved her hand 
feebly, and gave me the look she always 
did when I went out to my work. It 
seemed as though I could never work 
any more without it, and yet I feel now 
as though I never shall be without it, 
and [ must resolve even for her sake 
not to be faithless, but believing, and do 
what I can.” 

In a prefatory note to this collection 
of Letters, Professor Robertson tells that 
“a friend met him one day standing still 
in the street, his head bare, and tears 
on his cheeks. He said simply, it was 


ladly.” | h 





there his beloved wife had felt the first 
pangs of the illness from which she 
died.” Professor Robertson adds: “All 
his public labor was the work of a great 
heart; but the last years of unsparing 
activity were the spendings of a broken 
eart.” d 

Sir William Robertson Nicoll tells us 
that his wife induced him in early*days 
to read Spurgeon, “whom he had been 
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inclined to despise. He became an ar- 
dent admirer of the preacher and a very 
careful and sympathetic student of his 
sermons. It was Spurgeon perhaps as 
much as any one who led him to the 
great decision of his life —the decision 
to preach the Atoning Death ef the Lord 
mang Christ. This .. y was all in all to 
im. He spent and was epost in making 
it everything to the Church.” 








You Can't Escape 


Tooth troubles if 


You should try this new method of 
teeth cleaning. Try it ten days with- 
out cost, It combats the film which 
dims the teeth and causes most tooth 
troubles. See and feel the results. To 
millions they are bringing cleaner, 
safer, whiter teeth. 


The tooth wrecker 


Film is the great tooth wrecker. A 
viscous film clings to the teeth, enters 
crevices and stays. The ordinary tooth 
pee does not end it. Old ways of 

rushing leave much of it intact. And 
very few people have escaped the 
troubles which it causes. 


It is the film-coat that discolors, not 
the teeth. Film is the basis of tartar. 
It holds food substance which fer- 


you leave a film 


ments and forms acid. It holds the 
acid in contact with the teeth to cause 
decay. 


Millions of germs breed in it. They, 
with tarfar, are the chief cause of pyor- 
rhea—a disease now alarmingly com- 
mon. 


A new dental era 


Dental science has now found ways 
tocombat that film. The methods 
have been ry proved by years of 
careful tests. ow millions employ 
them. - Leading dentists everywhere 
advise them. 


The methods are combined in a den- 
tifrice called Pepsodent. And, to let 
all know how much it means, a ten-day 
tube is being sent to all who ask. 


Five desired effects 


Pepsodent brings five desired effects, 
It combats the teeth’s great enemies 
as nothing has done before. 


One ingredient is pepsin. Another 
multiplies the starch digestant in the 
saliva, to digest starch deposits that 
cling. The saliva’s alkalinity is multi- 
plied also. That to neutralize the acids 
which cause tooth decay. 


Two factors directly attack the film. 
One of them keeps teeth so highly 
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Pepsadéent 


The New-Day Dentifrice 


A scientific film combatant cem- 
bined with two other medern requi- 
sites. Now advised by leading den- 
tists everywhere and supplied by all 
druggists in large tubes. 





lished that film cannot easily adhere. 
very application repeats these results. 


Send the coupon for the 10-Day 
Tube. Note how clean the teeth feel 
after using, Mark the absence of the 
viscous film. See how teeth whiten 
as the film-coat disappears. 


What you see and feel will be a 
revelation, and the book we send will 
explain how each effect is natural and 
necessary. It is ——— that you 
know this. Cut out the coupon now. 


10-Day Tube Free ” 


THE PEPSODENT COMPANY, 
Dept.331, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago, IIl. 


Mail 10-Day Tube of Pepsodent to 














Only one tube to a family 
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RHEUMATIC 


children often have a 
tendency to become 
anemic and a gener- 
ous nourishing diet 
is essential. 


Seott’s Emulsion 


is food that is especially 


with benefit right 
through the winter. 
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|Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works “*"4:1c"**" 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Bostea, New York, Phila., Chicage, Louisville, Dallas 
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BRONZE 1211s 


Free Book ef Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


THE KINGDOM OF PRAISE 


A new hymn book — smadi in size and price but 














darge in its field of usefulness, 

Especially adapted for use in all gatherings of 
young people. 

Strong in its evangelistic appea 


1, 
The price ts. more, but one (1) introductory 
copy will be mastled for 25c. 
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To become 
a better 


teacher 


is more readily managed than some 
~y suppose. 

hy not let a trained teacher, a 
trainer of teachers, a Sunday-school 
man of experience, an educator of 
acknowledged pre-eminence, tell you 
what are the principles of good teach- 
ing, and dow to apply them ? 

That is what Dr. Brumbaugh’s 
book, ‘*‘The Making of a Teacher,” 
has done for thousands. 

And it has done more, because it is 
the kind of book that kindles a desire 
to put its suggestions into practise. 

It should be in your school workers’ 
library. It should be in your own 
reading list this autumn. 


Why not send $1.50 for this 367-page 
book NOW 2 
THE SuNDAy ScHoot Times COMPANY 
103r Walnut Street Philadelphia 
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THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES. 


Le Petit Nord; or, Annals of a 


La- 
brador Harbour my oane Grenfell and 


Katie cenees). is very sprightly, 
interesting book tells of work in one sec- 
tion of the Grenfell Mission, the St. 
Antoine Orphanage. The variety of oc- 
cupations and the many unexpected hap- 


penings, due to wind, or weather, or 
children, are graphically portrayed. 
“Mothering an orphanage” proved to be 
very absorbing work. 


number of vert 
clever sketches by Dr. Grenfell himself 
add much to the interest of the book. 
(Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, $1.50.) 


Adventuring with Sister Abigail (By 
Grace K. Swanger).—Stories are “here 
told that are equally fitted to bring chil- 
dren to an early and firm faith in a lov- 
ing heavenly Father, or to strengthen the 
faith of established saints. hen one 
learns to pray through and trust through, 
life omg | becomes full of adventure, 
but the happy ending is always sure, 
This series of simple answers to prayer 
in the life of a woman who as a little 
o learned experimentally at George 

iiller’s knee the meaning of real faith 
and prayer, has been reprinted in book- 
let form in response to a widespread re- 
quest for it from Sunday School Times 
readers, (The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia, ornamental 
boards, 60 cents; paper, 25 cents.) 


Work and Play in, the Grenfell Mis- 
sion (By Hugh Payne Greeley, M.D., and 
Floretta Elmore Greeley).—Among help- 
ers in the famous Grenfell Mission in 
Labrador were Dr. and Mrs. Greeley, and 
their account, largely told in letters, of 
their work on Pilley’s Island is vivid 
and interesting. . There are plenty of 
thrilling difficulties and dangers in a doc- 
tor’s life in that north country, and in 
that of the doctor’s wife as well. Trav- 
eling by dog-team across ice and snow, 
with the temperatuse twenty degrees be- 
low zero, ‘to answer a hurry call from 
some distant cottage, and returning per- 
haps in a blizzard, requires a plentiful 
supply of strength and endurance. But 
there is also the zest of doing much 
with little, and the joy of serving those 
who are in need. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $1.50.) 


The Power of Jesus’ Blood and Its 
Relation to Sin (By C. E. Putnam).— 
Do the children of God begin to realize 
as they should the exteeding precious- 
ness of the Blood of the Son of God 
wherewith they are redeemed? Prob- 
ably few even of those who are trust- 
ing in the Blood for their eternal sal- 
vation know the power and safety for 
this present life that can be claimed 
on the ground of that same shed Blood. 
This little study of the subject, which 
should be read by every Christian, is 
almost startling in the compactness of 
its truth, and will be a revelation to 
many. The Scriptures teach that the 
Blood of the Lamb of God has pur- 
chasing power, redemptive power, cleans- 
ing power, nigh-to-God power, peace- 
with-God power, justifying power, sanc- 
tifying power, gives boldness power, 
over-death power, overcoming power. 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
Chicago, 30 cents.) 


Problems of the Christian College 
Student (By J. A. Morris Kimber, 
M.A.).—What college shall he go to? 
What societies shall he join? Shall he 
go in for college dramatics? What 
amusements and recreations are right 
for him? Questions such as these in- 
evitably come to Christian homes wher- 
ever a college course is contemplated 
for the young people. If, in the first 
place, a college is chosen that is truly 
Christian and loyal to the fundamentals, 
the other questions will take care of 
themselves, but so often it is found that 
circumstances place one elsewhere. In 
that case these further problems invari- 
ably assert themselves, often in perplex- 
ing form. Professor Kimber, himself 
a young college man, has taken up each 
problem with a sympathetic apprecia- 
tion of the young people’s viewpoint, 

















maintaining at the same time an uncom- 








promising position as to the Chrietian’s 
attitude, and adding constructive sug- 
gestions for permissible and uplifting 
activities. The articles, originally pub- 
lished in The Sunday Sc imes, 
have awakened interest in many quarters, 
and are now reprinted in attractive book- 
let form. Bi Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia, 25 cents.) 


The so, of Matthew (By Charles 
R, Erdman).—Dr. Erdman continues his 
valuable and welcome work of provid- 
ing little volumes of helps to the study 
of the books of the New Testament. 
They are among the best of interpreta- 
tions in a small compass, and there 
is scarcely anything quite so useful for 
the purpose of obtaining a_ general 
knowledge of the various ks, The 
present one is quite the equal of its 
predecessors for its evidences of wide 
reading and its remarkable ability to 
state difficult points with terseness and 
yet with clearness. Dr. Erdman rightly 
emphasizes the special feature of this 

ospel as that of the King and his 
Kingdom, and he calls attention to the 
way in which the material is selected and 
grouped to illustrate and enforce this 
truth. The interpretations of the par- 
ables in chapter 13 and of the prophecy 
in chapter 24 will not be acceptable to 
many readers, though it is frankly ad- 
mitted that other views are possible and 
satisfactory. Apart from these particu- 
lar interpretations, rio one will use this 
book without obtaining a real grasp of 
the contents and meaning of: Matthew, 
together with many fresh, suggestive, and 
forceful applications of the truths found 
therein. (Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, $1.) 


Jerusalem: Its Redemption and Future 
(By Various Authors).—Seven, chapters 
by seven. authors tell us the dramatic 
story of the world war as it.affected thei] 
Holy City and the; lands of the Near 
East. adamée -Hemda Ben. Yehuda,’ 
wife of the noted scholar who laid the 
foundations for, the. revival of Hebrew 
in Palestine, tells. vividly the tale of 
how Jerusalem endured the. siege and 
of the joy that came. with its capture 
by the British, .Professor Kemper Ful- 
lerton, of Oberlin, adds. an account of his 
personal-experiences in the city during 
the first autumn of the war. A chapter: 
on the “Eden Land” and the lands of 
the Bible, by Professor Edgar J. Banks, 
is rich in facts concerning the various 
peoples, the commerce, and the future 
possibilities of Mesopotamia. It reads 
like a romance. In “The Key to the 
World War,” Lieutenant Colonel J.. S. 
Wardlaw-Milne makes plain the relation 
of the campaign in .Mesopotamia to the 
entire conflict. Dr. George L. Robinson 
has an informing chapter on the Jewish 
colonies in Palestine, twenty-two of 
which he visited just before the war 


bYoke out. A striking section is that on 
the development of. Edom. An_ inter- 
view with Dr. John H. Finley on “Shall 


Palestine be Held in Trust by the Na- 
tions?” is followed by a sort of moving 
picture chapter on “Palestine After the 
War,” by Theodore Waters, of the 
Christian Herald. The entire book may 
be called a series of moving pictures, so 
vivid and interesting is it from beginning 
to end. Seventeen illustrations, mostly 
full-page, add greatly to the attractive- 
ness of the book. (The Christian Herald, 
New York, $1.) 


Jewish Title to Asia Minor (By Rich- 
ard Hayes McCartney).—The sub-title, 
“Jehovah’s Promise: ‘All the Land of 
the Hittites,’” reveals the basis of this 
work. Some eighty years ago, Dr. Keith 
established the fact that the land of 
promise is twenty-five times larger than 
Palestine, thus encouraging the belief 
that the inheritance of Israel would be 
sufficiently large to provide for all the 
millions. of Jews. But what will be 
thought if it is proved that all Asia 
Minor is also included in the inheritance 
of Israel? The argument of the book, 
however, seems inconclusive, and it is 









- 






Stickums 


Dennison’s glue 
mends everything but 
broken hearts. 100° 
uses for paste and 
mucilage in office and 
home; 10,000 Denni- 
sondealershavethem. 
Write Dennison, Department 12, 
Framingham, Mass., for“ Handy Book" 


6) What Next ? 
Scientific Homiletics 


Bible Pedagogy for the Pulpit and Classreem. New, 





not - in the schools. Ex ) Sermon.construc- 
and easy. Al seed came viene mala: 
eas us 
onuk ment for tic work. The blem of 
bome training for te eee peeves... iven 
correspe ce in five » putting t training 
for preacher and teacher into the home. . For fu!l in- 


formation, 


Address, G. S. Andersen, Selma, Ala. 


Free to Any Minister 


To any Minister or Sunday School Superinten- 
dent who will write us that he will agreé to preach 
a sermon on » we will furnish free on 

uest sufficient copies of a tithing leaflet en- 
titled, ‘‘ God’s Loving Money Rule,’” to supply a 
copy to each family in his con; tion, postage 
prepaid. State how many needed. 
TITHER,Room 700 Citizens Nat. Bk. Bidg., 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
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Scotield Reference Bible 
$1.00 down and $1.00 per month 


Equals a Course in Bible Study 


Order by number trom any Scofield Bible_Price 
List BIBLES SENT ANYWHERE POSTPAID 


Send for Catalogue 
National Educational Seciety, 427 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, IL 


Where Christ The 
The seed 
kind. Would you love to sow it 
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is Not Named in the Interior-of South America ? 
The dark places of the earth are full of the habitations 
of cruelty, Much more truth for the asking. 


ALFRED WINN, Sec’y, 113 Fulton Street, 
New York, N. ¥. 


You can be quickly cured, if you 
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Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and 
, Gtuttering, » ay and yl 3 1 } od . 
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| Teer Bogue Bidg.r 1147 N. Sil. 8t., indianapolis. 
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ringeth forth of its own 











“Truths of the Gospel 
in a Nutshell * 


Concerning ‘* What is the Gospel ?°’ by 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, Professor A. T. 
Robertson, D.D., the eat Greek scholar, ot 
the Southern Baptist ecological Seminary, 
testifies : 

“In a nutshell the book encloses the 
great truths of the Gospel. I hope that it 
may have the wide circulation it deserves. 
It will do good wherever it goes. 


There are clear, to-the-point talks on 
Men Are Lost 
low Men Are Saved 
“ret te Salv: =. 
e 
The Victorious Life 
Cloth, 75c; paper, 50c. 
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In ordering goods, or in making in- 
guiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
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you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
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‘Lesson for January 23 
Matthew 20 : 17-2 
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Crannell’s Pocket Lessonsfor 1921 


Contains all of the International Supdey School 
sons for 1921, with References, y Bible 
eadings, and Analysis, Vest pocket size. About 
two hundred pages c 'y printed on good opaque 
ay oF Size, ue, x si tnches. Substantially bound 
n ae Just the thing for the busy teacher or 
scholar. 





40 cents, postpaid. 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
17@1 Chestaut Street, Philadelphia; Pa. 











The Pilgrim 


Premijlennial, dispensational. evangelical. En- 
reed and contribused ‘to by leading Bible teach- 
ers as Drs. I. M. Haldeman,A.C.Gaebelein, W. B. 
Riley, A. C. Dixon, James M. Gray, and others. 
Published by Clarendon Baptist Church, Alcolu, 
S, C., Alfred F. Ham, Editor. Pifty cents a year. 
Subscribe new. 














is only $.00 for a whole year — LESS THAN 
Don’t missit! Marion Lawrance says: ‘There 

is no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York. \* alessen 


S. S. LESSON raya: t888 THAN De 


‘ao 4 ome 


S.S. Lessons 


3 months en Matthew 

3 months on Social Teach- 
ings of the Bible 

6 months en Paul 


Are You Prepared ? 


Plan to have your class inter- 
ested all year by getting the com- 
prehensive view now. It pays! 
We have ready the complete list 
of International Uniform Les- 
sons, with topics, Golden Texts 
in full, references to memory 
verses, and additional material 
for the various grades—just what 
you need. 





10 cents, postpaid 


THE SUNBAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


Every teacher in the school 
sheuld have a copy 





| sessed by the kingdom of the Hittites, 





| cannot rise higher than the individuals 
| composing it. If they are still rebellious 
|to Jesus Christ, they will fail miserably. 
| The tiny book is well written, but in the 
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not dealt with in a clear way. We can 
hardly be sure that Joshua 1:4 means 
what the author here asserts. If the 
expression, “all the land of the Hittites,” 
is simply explanatory of what precedes 
and follows, then it merely refers to the 
region lying between the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Euphrates. But if the Lord 
meant by these words all the land pos- 


then the world will soon see a tremen- 
dous change and development, when all 
Asia Minor will pass under the control 
of the Jewish people. Their inheritance 
will then extend from the Aegean Sea 
to the Euphrates and pooeey the Per- 
sian Gulf,:as some think. There is some 
reason for thinking that all the land of 
the seven Seas, the region lying within 
the Mediterranean, Aegean, Black, Cas- 
pian, Persian, Indian, and Red Seas, 
will come under the control of the 
Chosen People. . . 

The book is poor in its English, and 
much of it consists of pure quotation 
from other authors on the Hittite peo- 
ple and their remains dug up in recent 
ears. This material makes a vivid pic- 
ture of the religion, in particular, of 
a long-lost people. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., Chicago and New York, 75 cts.) 


The World Siyetigense of a Jewish 
State (By A. A. Berle, D.D.).—The 
first significant thing to the author in 
the rebuilding of the Jewish state, re- 
sulting in the revival of the Jewish re- 
ligion, will be that the religion of Israel 
will be understood. And this may mean 
the “modification of the religion of the 
whole world!” What the author means 
by the religion of the world and how it 
may be modified through the understand- 
ing of Judaism, he does not tell us. How 
can the religion of Judaism, dead long 
ago and waiting for burial, teach any- 
thing worth knowing to the true fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ? All that was 
worth while in the ancient religion of 
Israel was taken over into Christianity, 
and the remainder is simply some old 
rags of- human-tradition and self-right- 
eousness. As to the political influence 
of a Jewish state, the author suggests 
that the Jews, planted in Palestine, may 
become the mediaters between an 
aroused Asia led on by keen Japan, and 
the effete nations of the West. The new 
state may be the model and center of all 
high idealism in the years to come, and 
by “religious, devotion, high mentality, 
and social unity” enforce this idealism 
upon these conflicting nations. 

That the Jew may fail in all this is 





not to be thought of. “He never has 
failed,” says the author, “when the world 
has given him a fair chance.” How can 
the author say this in face of the divi- 
sion ang fall of the kingdom of Israel? | 
What nation ever had so fair a start | 
and so divinely guided a career as Is- | 
rael? Yet what nation ever failed so 
terribly? Witness the turning. to idol- 
atry and the crucifixion of Jesus. The 
author writes as if the Jews were go- | 
ing to renew the world without being 
themselves first renewed, for he has no | 
hint that they are to accept Jesus Christ | 
as Saviour and Lord, the only experience | 
that makes any nation life-giving to the 
world. 

Another result will be a social-eco- 
nomic one. The new commonwealth 
will be a vast experiment in’ social re- 
organization, “a working laboratory of 
social regeneration.” But what is sggijal 
regeneration without first individu 
generation, after the type -of that 
nounced to Nicodemus, “except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the king® 
dom of God”? The new Jewish state 


spirit of those dreamers who looked be- 
fore the World War for universal peace 
by pulling up on their bootstraps. (Mitch- 
ell Kennerley, New York, 50 cts.) 





De you get value from the Little 
Jetts? Here is a way — Get Mr. Smith’s 
collection of some fifty sets of them. You 
can then make your Sunday afternoons 
with the children pleasant and instructive. 
You may order it from The Sunday 
School Times Co., at $1. 





Zioni and the Future of Palestine 
(By Morris Jastrow, Jr.).—Two. prin- 
ciples govern the thinking of the author 
about Zionism and the future of Pales- 
tine. These are acceptance of the results of 
the higher criticism, and belief in the 
creed of Reform Judaism. The funda- 









mental fact in Reform Judaism is de- 


nial of the Biblical mission of Israel, 
that Israel is a chosen nation to work 
out certain great purposes of God from 
Palestine as a basis. Reform Judaism 
teaches that the Jews are a people, whose 
mission is to lead the nations to the 
unitarian idea of God and spread abroad 
the ethical teachings of Moses and the 
prophets, and that their dispersian is 
for this purpose. 

This bias of the Reform Jew towards 
the Zionist movement leads Dr. Jastrow 
to fear that the building of a Jewish 
state in Palestine will place all Jews 
who do not return in a far worse posi- 
tion than at present, throwing upon them 
the Ss tae of a divided allegiance and 
strengthening the hands of their enemies 
against them. He asserts that but one- 
tenth of the Jews, now numbering fif- 
teen millions, can return, as Palestine 
is too small to hold them. He thus 
exaggerates the obstacles in the way of 
a return of all Jews, saying that Pales- 
tine will hold only 1,500,000 people all 
told. But the facts pegerding the an- 
cient populousness of Palestine reveal 
the contrary. Palestine had then, under 
Solomon and in the days of Jesus, some 
six millions of people, and under mod- 
ern culture will easily give room for a 
still larger population. 

The author deals interestingly with 
three aspects of Zionism, the .religious, 
the economic, and the political. He 
favors the first two, especially the eco- 
nomic settlement of Palestine, but the 
third is an abomination in his eyes. A 
Jewish state is to him a misnomer, since 
all modern political life tends to democ- 
racy, or the equal share of all the vari- 
ous national-elements in the government, 
while a Jewish state would exclude the 
other elements from such share. The 
book is vivid and interesting throughout, 
and sets clearly before the reader the 
difficulties which confront the Zionist 
movement, The future will certainly be 
full of trial for the nascent Jewish com- 
monwealth which must one day rise on 
the soil of Palestine. If Dr. Jastrow 
would accept the clear teachings of the 
Scriptures, he could safely leave to God 
the ordering of the new Jewish state 
when Israel’s Messiah will return and 
establish its government. » Meanwhile 
many will suffer, and in this trial the 
Jewish people will be purified and pre- 

ared to serve the divine purpose, which 
is to establish a new nation of believing 
Israelites in the Holy Land to witness 
then to the nations of the world. (Mac- 
millan Co., New York, $1.25.) 


RODEHEAVERS 


VICTORY SONGS 


A New 

















SeCRanAL 


New Easter Music 


The bundreds of thousands of users ef our mar- 
velously popular publications will need only the 
invitation to send for samples of our new services 
** My Jesus I Love Thee,” and “ Easter Joy,” 
also Song Stories, Children’s Songs, Choir Canta- 
tas, Octavo Anthems, Solos, etc. 

Ask for a free copy of Mr. Lowden’s ‘‘ The Ideal 


. 


Sunday Schoo! Music and How It is Attained.’ 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 


15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia. 














t If you want that spirit te 
as er ryade your church and 
Sunday “= be sure » se- 
lect your Easter music from 
means our Cctensive cataleg. For 
e 25c we send double value in 
eur “1921 EASTER KIT,”’ 
Ic ory containing two services, a 
Story Cantata, “Story and 

Meneybackifyouwanttt Song,” etc. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO., 225 W. 36th St., New York 

















HERE isa help to any . It prints from 
50 to 1, copies of form lettérs, bulletins, pro- 
rams, notices or folders at an average cost of about 
Oc. It ma ies handwritten, 
illustrated or ruled work without typesetting or elec- 
trotypes. 


ROTOSPLER 


solves the problem of church advertising — the prac- 
tical method used by hundreds of ministers to increase 
attendance and stimulate interest in all branches of 
religious work. 


FREE TRIAL 


Write for our free trial offer, descriptive booklet aud 
samples of church advertising printed om the Roto- 


"THE ROTOSPEED CO. 


453 E, THIRD STREET, DAYTON, OHIO. 


“Laboriously Spelling | 
Out a Verse.” 


Dr. Charies Ernest Scott, noted Chinese 
missienary, reports that the Bible Success 
Band Booklets have led many illiterate 
Chinese Christians into the habit of family 
worship, and have thus been the means 
much blessing. 

If the Chinese found them so, how much 
more can we! 

To make them most useful, yeu should buy 
a copy fer each member of your family. 

Price, 25c each. 
$2.50 a dozen; $20 a hundred. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. TIMEs Co, 

1031 Walnut Street, - Philadelphia. 

Personal : Sending the mo with your 
order saves both yourself and us time and 
expense. 
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hildren’s B ooks 


Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the 
Children 


‘Edited by John T. Faris. Suggestions 
for Bible games and other occupations 
for the free hours of Sunday. 75 cents. 


Outdoors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney 


By Charles McIlvaine. A book for 
young folks or older folks who like to 
know the why and how of things noticed 
every day in nature. Illustrated. $1. 


500 Bible Story Questions and Answers 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. These ques- 
tions will be found of real value for 
home and class study in bringing out 
some of the lesser known incidents of 
the Old Testament. 40 cents. 


A Voice in the Night 

By Frederick Hall. Bible stories that 
throw new light on the old settings, 
These are thrilling pictures of human 
life in the making quite different from 
the ordinarily retold Bible story. They 
are prose poems of intense and compel- 
ling interest. A beautiful gift book. $1. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 


Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 


wrote in their own way as the Spirit directed. 





You must parallel the 
accounts to get 
the full story. 


Riddle’s Outline Harmony of the Gospels 


does this for you — concisely, fully. 
Price, 15 cents. 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
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e Woman Who Wished _ 


She Could Play the Piano 
And How She Found An Easy Way To EE 


Turn Her Wish Into a Fact 


YEAR or so ago this woman didn’t know one note from another. Today she 
plays the piano — entirely by note — better than many who have been playing 
or years, Here she tells how she learned and why it was so easy. Thous 
others, from school children to men and women of 50 to 70, have also learned music 
in the same easy way. A new method that makes singing or an 
You can try it on soeooull and see 


ingly simple to master. 
wkinenal unless you are satisfied. 


ROM the time I was a child, I have always 
had a yearning and longing to play the 
piano, 


Often I have felt that I would gladly give up 
half of my life if some kind fairy would only turn 
my wish into a fact. You see I had begun to think 
I was too old to learn, that only some sort of 
fairy story magic could give me the ability to play. 
I was 35 years old—and the mother of a small 
family—before I knew one note from another. 


Until I learned to play, hearing music—especi- 
ally the piano—always gave me almost as much 
pain as pleasure. My enjoyment of it was always 
somewhat soured by envy and regret—envy of 
those who could entertain and charm with their 
playing, regret because I myself had to be a mere 
listener. And I suppose it is that way with every 
one who has to be satisfied with hearing music in- 
stead of playing it. 


Again and again, parties and other social gath- 
erings have been all but spoiled for me. I could 
enjoy myself until some one suggested music or 
singing; then I felt ‘‘ left out’’—a lonesome wall 
flower—a mere looker on instead of part of the 
party. 1 was missing half the fun. 


It was often almost as bad when callers came, It is so 
much easier to entertain people—particularly if you 
don't know them well—if one can turn to the piano 
to fill the gaps when conversation lags. But until 
recently our piano was only a piece of furniture. We 
bought it three years ago, simply to have it in the 
house while waiting for our two little girls to reach 
thesage for beginning lessons—for I was determined 
that they should never be denied the full enjoyment 
of music the wayI had been. But as it turned ‘out, 
I learned to play before my girls did—in fact I my- 
self am now their teacher. 

The way I have suddenly 
blossomed out in music (al- 
most over night, you might 
say) has been a big surprise 
to all who know me, and to 

; myself as well. My friends 
with my lessons. Every- seem to think it must be 
thing is so plain. I had hat I had : 1 
been going toa teacher for t nat a previously un- 
about _tve_meathe one discovered genius for the 

u ™ learn . 
thing. But how quick I piano, But if there was any 
understand your les- genius about it it wasn't 
Paladin pe°’**"* | on my part, but in the lessons 

a8 hestiiteain I took—a new and simplified 
glauth Gist yee method that makes it re- 
lin to pay for the instru- markably easy for any one 
ment and, the course of | to add music or singing to 
many compliments upon their daily lives. he big 
my playing.” — Lester expense, and many of the 
P lie, Wis. ivr 

Ne ee old difficulties, have been 
elected exguniet of the Swept away by this simple 
Junior Epworth League new method. 
of M. E. Charch, South, 
after taking your lessons 
—and at the age of 12 
years. That is speaking 


well for your _school.””*— 
J. G. Castle, Fulton,Mo. 





Thousands Write 
Like This: 
** 1 am delighted to tell 
you bow | am getting on 


I learned entirely by 
home study—in my spare 
time—from fascinating 
Print-and-Picture lessons 
that make everything so 

h simple and easy that, one 
ceived from you than I . , 
expected to learn in six simply cant go wrong on 
months.”—U. S. Whit- them. I call it a short-cut 
man, Weshingun, ©. ©. way to learn—it is so much 
simpler and so entirely dif- 
ferent from the old and 
hard-to-understand meth- 
ods. (I know that I made 


“Have learned more 
about music and playing 
in the four lessons re- 


“Il am getting alon 
better than? ever did wit 
@ teacher right with me.” 

— Ena Brown, Spring- 
fheld,Mass 














: a 
or yourself—no cost 


better and faster progress than I ever could 
with a private teacher or joining a class.) In 
fact, while I don’t like to brag, within six 
months after I took my first lesson, my playing 
was better than_that of many of my friends 
who had studied two or three years under 
private teachers—not because 1 was any more 
apt than they, but simply because the wonder- 
ful Print-and-Picture lessons sent me by the 
U. S. School of Music were so easy to under 
stand. 


Then they were sointeresting that study and 
ay 9 were more like a pastime than a task or 

uty. And soconvenient ; youcan study and prac- 
tice just as-it happens handy, instead of tying 
yourself down to set hours. And no strangers 
around to embarrass you or make you nervous. 


Within a year after I took my firstflesson, I began 
teaching my twolittle girls to play—using exactly the 
same lessons I. myself had studied. nd I notice 
that both of them seem to be 
getting along better than any 








ethers say or by what we ourselves say. You can 
take any course on trial— singing or any instrument 
you prefer—and judge entirely by your own pro- 
gress, . 


If for any reason after you have completed the 
course you are not satisfied with it or with what you 
learn from it then it won’t cost 
you a single penny. We 





of their playmates who have 
rivate teachers. In addition, 
am saving the money it 
would cost to have a private 
teacher—I figure it would cost Piano 
at least $3 to $5 a lesson to Organ 
have a teacher whose instruc- rge 
tion could compare with that Violin 
contained in the printed Drum 
lessons from the U.S. j 
School. Yet, from the first 
lesson to the last, the total cost Traps 


of learning the way I did Banj 
amounts to only a few cents a vy " kn 
day—and nothing whatever anae 
oy you ey somenes after Clarinet 
you have completed the course; 
the U. S. School offMusic guar- Cornet 
antees satisfaction or no Flute 
charge. Saxophone 
’Cello 


My only regret is that I 





FOR BEGINNERS OR 
ADVANCED PUPILS 

































guarantee satisfaction. 
Qn the other hand, if you 
are pleased with the course, 
os the total cost ‘amounts to only 
Hawaiian a few cents a lesson, with 
— your music and everything 
armony included, ° af 
and When learnin 
7 g to play or 
Composition sing is so easy, why continue 
Sig. inging to confine your enjoyment of 
=" tae music to mere istening ? 
Ukelele Why not at least let us 
Harp send you our free book, ab- 
* sorbingly interesting simply 
Piccolo because it shows you how 
Trombone easy it is to turn your wish 
Tenor to play or sing into an actual 
Bani fact ? 
Just now we are making 





didn't know of this really won- 
derful, method years fore. 
The ability to play is such a great comfort. No 
matter how nal I am alone, I never get lonesome— 
Ican always turn to my piano for amusement. I 
am never at a loss for a way to entertain callers. I 
no longer feel that I am ‘‘out of it” at social gath- 
erings. Do you wonder that I so gladly recommend 
the method that has brought me so much pleasure 
and satisfaction ? 


* ** Ke KK KH KH KH 


* This woman’s experience is by no mean unusual. 
Over 250,000 others—from 1 children to men 
and women of 50 and j7o— ned to play their 
favorite instrument or learned to sing in the same 
way this woman did. Read the enthusiastic letters 
which you will find printed here—samples of the 
kind of letters we are receiving in practically every 
mail. Largely through the recommendations of 
satisfied pupils, we have built up the largest school 
of music in the world. 


Whether for beginners or advanced pupils, our 
method is a revolutionary improvement of the old 
and hard-to-learn methods used by private teachers, 
and our method is as thorough as it is simple and 
easy. We teach you in the only right way—teach 
you to play or sing entirely by note. No ‘* trick 
music, no ‘‘ numbers,” no makeshifts of any kind. 
Yet it is a short-cut method, simply because every 
step is made so simple and clear. 


But we don’t ask you to judge our method by what 


a special short time offer that 
cuts the cost per lesson in two—send your name 
now, before this special offer is withdrawn. 


No obligation—simply use the coupon or send your 
name and address in a letter or on a post card. 


Instruments supplied when needed, Pd 
eash or credit. - é 
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